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Mr LoRD^ 
I do Dot presume to dedicate this little 
work to yoar Lordship^ being personally 
unknown to you; but your Lordship 
being the first Minister of the Church 
established by the laws of this realm^ I 
present and lay it before you as the 
oblation of a layman sincerely and hear- 
tily attached as well to its doctrines as 
to its forms ; — to its doctrines^ from a 
conviction of their perfect accordance 
with those which the apostles derived 
from Jesus Christ himself, and which 



were coDfirmed to them by the Holy 
Ghost ; — to its forms, from a conviction 
of their tendency to excite and keep 
alive true religion and to promote faith- 
ful and reasonable service to God. 

From a most attentive, and, 1 trust, 
impartial investigation, I am convinced 
the doctrines of our church are the doc- 
trines of the Bible ; and though many of 
them are wonderful, and exceed our clear 
comprehension, not being indeed within 
the grasp of human intellet^t ; still upon 
searching the Scripture, if we find the 
doctrines there laid down as revelations 
firom God himself concerning these mys- 
teries, though we cannot fully conceive 
their *^ length and breadth,^' we are 
bound to embrace them by faith ; " faith 
being the evidence of things not seen ;*' 
it is the conviction that what God has 
vouchsafed to tell us, is truth, and is a 
confident expectation that what God has 
promised, shall be realized. We are 
told in Scripture, that redemption ^^is 



the gift of God/ through his eternal 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord^ who has pro- 
mised eternal life to as many as believe 
00 him, and bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit. 

Though we cannot at present fully 
comprehend all the component parts of 
this mystery, still the vast mass of in- 
ternal and external evidence which up- 
holds the authenticity and genuineness of 
the Scriptures suflSciently verifies, that the 
revelations they contain are of divine au- 
thority, and therefore that this particular 
doctrine of redemption which they pro- 
claim, is worthy of being believed by all 
whom the glad tidings have reached. 
Hereafter more shall be laid open to our 
view, and we shall be enabled more fully 
to comprehend the divine scheme, and 
for ever and for ever adore its Author. 
" Now we are like babes,^^ as St. John 
expresses himself on the subject; here- 
after we shall be endowed with higher 
knowledge and greater powers of com- 
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prehension. *^I am fully persuaded that 
God does not, and therefore that man 
ought not to require any more than this, 
to believe the Scriptures to be God's 
word; to endeavour to find the true sense 
of it, and to live according to it.^* Be- 
lieving then the Scriptures to be God's 
word, the creed, commonly called the 
Apostles' Greed, appears to me to be a 
most correct epitome of the doctrines 
which the Scriptures . contain, and our 
Church Liturgy to be a true and faithful 
amplification of those doctrines, adapted 
to and infused into a public form of wor- 
ship ; and it is well arranged to keep the 
mind active throughout its performance ; 
its diversified parts arouse the atteution ; 
its elevated and feeling prayers, varied as 
are the varied necessities of man, fill the 
heart and soul with devotion. Who can 
listen to this sublime Liturgy without 
perceiving that it breathes in every part 
the spirit of the glorious gospel of Christ ? 

♦ Chillingworth, p. 272. 



It enforces obedience to the will, resigna- 
tion to the dispensations, and reliance on 
the promises, of God. It has never been 
equalled ; as a whole, can never be sur- 
passed. 

It fills the mind of a devout and serious 
Christian with the awful relation that 
exists between God and man ; it calls up 
in array before him the consequent duties 
of man to God, and of man to man. 

In this way — and this is the perfection 
of the moral part of religion, as to its 
practical effect — our church service is ad- 
mirably calculated to awaken the minds 
of those who are in the highest station, 
to the necessary and paramount duty of 
condescending to men of low estate; of 
distributing some portion of their wealth 
among their indigent neighbours— among 
those who are in sickness and distress — 
is well calculated to encourage ** men of 
low estate" to strive by their own exer- 
tions to overcome penury and want; and 
when needs be, by gentleness and for- 



bearance to win kind attention and good 
offices from those who have the power 
and the will to relieve and assist them 
with this world's goods, if asked, and not 
rudely demanded ; thus showing, as St. 
Paul recommends, ^ honour where honour 
is due/' 

Throughout our church service the 
heaven-born principles of love and charity 
to all men, the essence of the moral part 
of the Christian religion, is infused where- 
ever an opportunity offers. For ex- 
ample, in the Litany we pray ^ that it 
may please God to give us a heart to 
love and dread him, and diligently to live 
after his commandments ."' We further 
pray " that it may please him to provide 
for the fatherless children and widows, 
and all that are destitute and oppressed/' 
We know that all those who have the 
means, are the instruments in God's 
hands to do his commandments, and 
those who obey not the impulses of the 
Holy Spirit are unfaithful servants. 



In perfect accordance with this view of 
the matter^ the concluding prayer of the 
Litany is, '^ that God would endue us 
with the grace of his Holy Spirit to 
amend our lives according to his holy 
word.*' 

Saint Paul, in his epistle to the Philip- 
pians, implores us ^^ to work out our sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, for it is 
God that worketh in you, to will and to 
do of his good pleasure/' 

'^ Be kindly and aflfectionate/' says the 
same apostle, ** one towards another.'' In 
perfect unison with this amiable and bene- 
volent advice, Saint John assures us, 
^* this commandment have we from him, 
that he that loveth God, love his neigh- 
bour also/' ** Then shall glory be to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
and good-will towards men." In short, 
in our Liturgy we honour God, by con* 
fessing his almighty power — by acknow- 
ledging Jesus Christ his only Son to be 
the propitiation by whom we have receiv- 
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ed redemption ; and to be the way^ the 
truth, and the life ; the advocate by whom 
alone we come to God, and are made 
heirs of eternal happiness ; by believing 
that the Holy Spirit endues the faithful 
servants of God with grace to amend 
their lives according to the holy word of 
our Lord^ and so guides them to obtain 
that life and immortality which Christ has 
brought to light. 

The characters of those persons who 
are placed in high and influential situa- 
tions^ are in some sort the property of 
the public ; so that I may venture to say^ 
as one of that public^ and it is, my Lord, 
without flattery, that your sound and ex- 
tensive learning, graced by mild and con- 
ciliating manners^ at this momentous crisis, 
makes you an ornament and safeguard 
to the established church : these acquire- 
ments and virtues have obtained for you 
much silent and unobtrusive^ but no less 
valuable^ approbation. I have said at this 
momentous crisis^ for you have been call- 



ed, my Lord, to your high station, in 
times that make it a station of awful re- 
sponsibility. 

The storm of private calamity has gone 
over you : such was the expressive lan- 
guage of Burke, when alluding to a like 
calamity that had befallen him — the be- 
reavement of a son in the prime of life. 
*^ I live,'' says he, *• in an inverted 
order ; they who ought to have succeed- 
ed me are gone before ; they who should 
have been to me as posterity, are in the 
place of ancestors.'' He nobly adds, ** A 
Disposer, whose power we are little able 
to resist, and whose wisdom it behoves us 
not at all to dispute, has ordained it.'^* 

The event was a mournful exemplifica- 
tion, that sorrow and death equally in- 
vade the palace and cottage. 

May the Disposer of all human affairs 
guide and direct you amidst the storms 
that may assail the course of your public 
life ; the violent spirit of change, as well 

♦ Burke, voh vii. 416. 
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as the schoolmaster^ is abroad, and the 
march of popular feelings demand, some 
alteration in parts of our church establish- 
ment^ some amelioration of its system on 
several points/'* 

Behold, my Lord, before you, on the 
one hand, a rock that is immoveable to 
any alteration ; on the other hand, the 
swollen and turgid whirlpool of popular 
clamour, into which the vessel may be 
drawn and foundered, if approached too 
near : to steer between the two, requires 
great discrimination and an accurate 
judgment. The structure of our church 
establishment is grand and magnificent. 
Grave and considerate men well know, 
that when we begin materially to alter and 
pull down parts of a large and complex 
building, there is great danger of dete- 
riorating the remainder, and thereby 
diminishing that respect for it, which is of 
great practical utility. 

^ Vide the Report of the Bishop of London "s 
Speech, March 8th, 1833. 
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A long acquaintance^ and an associa^ 
tion with the recollection of past times, 
has made oar church venerable, and it is 
esteemed by the great body of the inha- 
bitants of this country ; for 1 am persuad- 
ed, that our church is still much cherished, 
and very many of its ministers are much 
beloved, and if they are true to themselves, 
tlie people of England will be true to 
them. 

Whilst the struggles, miseries, and 
even bloodshed experienced by those 
who began and gloriously established 
our reformed church ; who procured for 
the inhabitants of these realms a release 
from the Catholic religion — a release 
from the thraldom of the most tyrannical, 
and, in some of its tenets and ceremo- 
nies, the most irrational of any reli- 
gion, calling itself Christian ; whilst the 
prowess and fortitude of these first vic- 
tims were fresh in the memory^ and their 
laurels, yet unfaded, a feeling of grati- 
tude sanctified their deed, embalmed 
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their names, and as years rolled on^ a 
sacred affection was cherished. But age 
diminishes the intensity of every feel- 
ing; and removed by a long interval 
from the anxious fears^ hopes, and final 
joy attendant on the accomplishment of 
the great and glorious change, to a more 
pure and rational form of worship^ the 
people of this country may, perhaps, 
begin to be less sensible of the blessings 
which the Reformation brought on this 
land. 

Religion is the basis of society; with- 
out it, the virtues, the comforts^ the pro- 
tection of life and property, which civi- 
lization has introduced, would not be con- 
tinued ; they have been raised^ fostered, 
and confirmed, by the sanction of religion 
and piety. All that civilization has ac- 
complished, has been under the auspices 
of religion ; it is the source of all good 
and of all comfort. True religion con- 
sists in obedience to the mighty Sovereign 
of the world ; in a confidence in his de- 
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clarations^ and an imitation of his perfec- 
tions. It keeps men in obedience to the 
laws of the land, and " to the rulers that 
be '' for conscience sake. It is, in truth,* 
the safeguard of nations, the parent of 
st)cial order, which alone has power to 
curb the fury of the passions^ and to 
secure to every man his right: to the 
laborious, the reward of their industry ; 
to the rich, the enjoyment of their wealth ; 
to nobles, the preservation of their 
honours ; and to princes, the stability of 
their thrones. 

I firmly believe, that the serious and 
thinking part of the community, silent 
and unheard though they may be, for true 
wisdom does not always belong to the 
noisy and loud, do not wish to alter the 
essential character of our established 
church. They do not wish, my lord, to 
curtail and abridge the power of the 
bishops to live in an affluent and digni- 
fied state, nor do they object to that ac- 

• See Burke. 
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quired personal nobility of a bishop^ 
which often is, and always ought to be, 
the reward of learning, piety, and virtue. 
The serious and thinking part of the 
community, true friends of the established 
church, wish to see more of these pastors 
and chief shepherds of Christ's flock. 
They do wish them to reside very gene- 
rally in their dioceses; to mingle with 
the laity as well as with the clergy, so 
that a friendly affection and regard may 
be cultivated and increased among all 
classes, towards the head or chief minister 
of our established church in each diocese. 
They do wish them repeatedly to visit 
and preach in different parts of their 
diocese ; taking advantage, which this op- 
portunity would offer, not of declaring, 
only the fundamental doctrine of the 
Gospel, but of showing the imperative 
necessity of a practical obedience to those 
precepts which exhibit the relative duties 
of man to man in his social character ; of 
portraying the benefit that all derive 
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from written and well-digested laws— for 
laws are a restraint only ^^ on the lawless 
and unruly," which whilst they protect 
the accumulated wealth of individuals, at 
the same time preserve and protect the 
weak, and therein the lower ranks, from 
the arbitrary oppression of the mighty 
and powerful ; for this protection, which 
each peaceful citizen receives from the 
laws, there arises a duty incumbent upon 
all, when needs be, to be ready and will- 
ing to support them by aiding and assist- 
ing in their due execution against those 
who transgress the laws of their country, 
and the moral precept of Christ's holy re- 
ligion. 

These visitations and discourses of our 
bishops, in different churches over their 
large and extended dioceses, would coun- 
tenance and give great encouragement to 
the parochial clergy, more frequently to 
dwell on such subjects that are of vast 
practical consequence to the community 
— such subjects, I mean, as tend to make 
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the people good and industrious citizens, 
and thereby render their state happy and 
comfortable to themselves in this world, 
which is the best preparation for the 
next ; for a belief of the doctrines of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, and the conse- 
quent practice of its command^ is the 
greatest comfort through life, especially 
in the last hours of it ; at which awful 
time, should a retrospective view of past 
life whisper peace to the conscience, reli- 
gion will then solace them with the hope 
that Cometh of faith, with the hope that 
they shall attain the exalted state of hap- 
piness destined for the righteous in the 
world to come. The only sure and last- 
ing guarantee for the continuance of good 
conduct, is when it proceeds from religi- 
ous principles. 

As the best security against the snares 
and allurements of unsound and false 
teachers on religious and moral subjects, 
let the ministers of our established church 
repeatedly enforce the utility of schools 
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where the rising generation may be taught 
the fundamental principles of Christ's 
holy religion^ and the duties which civil 
society claim from its members— their 
duties to God and man. 

In a national point of view, it is highly 
beneficial to a state, that this truth should 
be impressed on the young mind, that all 
are in this life in a state of trial and pro- 
bation ; that the poor man, who amidst 
want and distress refrains from plunder, 
will hereafter receive his reward, as well 
as he who contributes to the necessities 
of the poor around his dwelling. In the 
sunshine of prosperity, there is danger in 
forgetting that the night will come when 
no man can work. In the hour of penury 
and want, there is danger of unheeding 
the still small voice that whispers. The 
law of God is, ^^ Thou shalt not steal !" 

Let the ministers of the church more 
frequently enlarge on the advantage of 
societies for receiving small sums to ac- 
cumulate for the annual purchase of 
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clothes^ to crown the coming year with 
comfort and health. Let them also en* 
large on the utilit}^ of savings banks^ and 
on the well-conducted and well -calculated 
benefit societies. To root out vice, is 
the province and primary object of every 
teacher of Christ's religion ; but it is the 
especial duty of many ministers of the 
established churchy namely^ the chaplains 
of our jails, to reform the minds of 
offenders, to turn sinners from the evil 
of their ways, and to save their souls 
alive. 

I am sorry to say, when our prisons are 
cleared and prisoners discharged, it is too 
often like opening Pandora^s box; out 
fly the infections of vice and immorality 
of every description, contaminating so- 
ciety with their baneful influence. The 
primary object of all human punishment 
is, to deter an offender from committing 
another breach against the laws of the 
land ; to make that punishment lastingly 
corrective, it ought to be of that 
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species^ and inflicted in that manner, 
which is likely to make a deep and dur- 
able impression on the minds of the pri- 
soners ; so that they may be restrained 
in future from offending, by the force of 
moral reflection, rather than from^ a dread 
of corporal pain — a short-lived restraint. 

To deter others from like offences, is 
the second legitimate object of punish- 
ment; a just reason for many convictions, 
and for a severe measure of chastise- 
ment. 

To pour into the minds of the prisoners 
religious instruction and moral feelings, 
ought, in my opinion, to be the ruling 
principle on which prison discipline should 

be regulated — for the sake of the pri- 
soner, for the sake of preserving the 
social order of the state entire and un- 
shaken. But, alas ! how often are pri- 
soners more injured, morally speaking, 
than amended ! How desirable then is it, 
that our prisons should be so arranged, 
and punishment so directed, as to have 
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in view the reformation of this unhappy^ 
but large number of our fellow-crea- 
tures. 

In furtherance of this intent, separation 
from one another, silence during their 
work, solitary confinement for a breach of 
the rules, will be found, I doubt not, far 
more efficacious than corporal punish- 
ment ; for this has a tendency to render 
men callous to all moral and manly feel- 
ing in respect to themselves. 

A prison should be made a school for 
the attainment of feelings and principles, 
which might save offenders from destruc- 
tion here — might save them for the enjoy- 
ment of everlasting happintiss in Christ's 
kingdom above. The community would 
be amply repaid for any expense in- 
curred, that would restore prisoners to 
society useful and beneficial members. A 
prison now is too often a nursery for 
vice. 

In the accomplishment of this most de- 
sirable object, the reformation of pri- 
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soners^ a great deal will depend on the 
exertion and attention of the chaplains 
of the jail ; consequently too much care 
cannot be taken to select a minister zeal- 
ous and animated with the ardent desire 
of acting up to the precepts of the great 
Author of the Christian religion : ^^ I 
was in prison, and ye visited me." 

There are many excellent persons in 
our church, who do anxiously perform 
the office to the full extent of this pre- 
cept. 

It is expedient that they should not 
only be well paid during the time of their 
chaplainship, but that they should even- 
tually be provided for with a living. 

I should wish the bishop of the diocese 
to be consulted on the choice of the 
several chaplains, but their appointments 
might still continue with the magis- 
trates. 

Was a chaplain presented with a living 
after having faithfully discharged, for a 
certain number of years, the duties of his 



22 

very important public office, ia my opi- 
nion it would be but a just and proper 
reward, and tend to promote the public 
good. 

Some of the crown livings in the gift of 
the chancellor might be set apart for this 
purpose; this arrangement would not 
preclude the bishop of the diocese^ in 
which the jail is situated, from marking, 
in many instances, his sense of the merit 
of the chaplain, by presenting him with 
some preferment belonging to such 
diocese. 

Let the discourses of our ministers oc- 
casionally contain advice useful to so- 
ciety, but founded on religious princi- 
ples ; '^ courteous,*' but not frittering away 
the stern spirit of christian duties, let it 
accommodate itself to every condition 
and capacity : teaching a cheerful enjoy- 
ment of those good things which occur 
naturally in that state of life in which it 
has pleased God to place us, with- 
out transgressing against that holiness 
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and righteousDess^ which on no occasion 
is to be lost sight of. Bishops are " as 
lights^ set on a ^^ hill/* towards which 
the other clergy are to look, and by which 
they are to direct their steps^ and to en- 
deavour to work with them. O may the 
influential part of the laity, with all pru- 
dence^ mildness, and affability, do their 
best endeavour also to work with them 
in the propagation of true religion. 

To have a church established by law 
is expedient for this one reason^ among 
many others that might be advanced in 
favour of it. 

The powerful arm of the law is alone 
sufficiently strong to secure the payment 
of an income to a well-educated minister 
in every parish, thereby providing the 
instructions as well as consolations of re- 
ligion. 

If all ministers of the gospel were de- 
pendent for their incomes either on the 
caprice of each sect or society, many per- 
sons, especially in the lower ranks, would 
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be much more liable to be wrought upon 
by fanatics and enthusiasts, than they are 
at present ; for ministers^ provided with 
an independent income^ need not resort 
to the unworthy expedient of frightening 
their adherents by the terror of religion or 
exhilirating them by enthusiastic visions, 
in order to gain the means of support^ as 
is the practice of many designing men, 
who under the cloak of superior sanctity 
jmd superior illumination of the Spirit, 
contrive to impose on those whose intel* 
lects are weak^ or whose minds are en- 
feebled by sickness, or whose consciences 
are wreathing under past recollections. 

Some, I verily believe, are persuaded 
that the apparent sanctity of their spiri- 
tual adviser is communicated to them- 
selves ; that his mantle of sanctity will 
cover them also with its broad and ample 
folds ; but they may be mistaken, inas- 
much as we are taught in Scripture, that 
the eye of the omniscient Judge scans the 
hearts and reins of the inward man, and 
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that by their secret thoughts will every 
man be judged. 

Our church, my Lord, has happily 
mixed the ministers of religion through- 
out the whole mass of life, and blended 
them with all classes of society ; by mak- 
ing a division of orders, it secures two de- 
sirable objects ; first, an internal provision 
for the government and correction of its 
ministers ; secondly, the stationing minis- 
ters of religion in the various ranks of 
civil life, corresponding in some measure 
with lay society, and which thus hap- 
pily supply each class of the people with a 
clergy willing to guide and direct them.* 

The rich and wealthy layman, as well 
as titled nobleman, require the instruc- 
tions and consolations of religion ; for they 
too, equally with their poorer brethren, 
are among the number of the unhappy ; 
they feel personal pain and domestic sor- 
row ; they too feel the uncertainty of life 
and the gloomy void that reigns in minds 

* Vide Burke, toI. ii. p. 243. 
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that have nothing on earth to hope and 
fear ; and they must often more acutely 
feel the instability of those worldly bless- 
ings which they possess^ from the uncer- 
tain continuance of life, than those who 
have few and little comforts to part with 
in this world. 

As the society of this kingdom is con- 
stituted, a minister of the church, living 
in the affluence of exalted rank, may by 
his example benefit every grade of so- 
ciety : like the scribe, instructed in the 
kingdom of heaven^ he may bring forth 
instruction from ancient and modern Ibre^ 
as from a well-furnished store-house, cal- 
culated for all capacities^ scattering with 
a liberal hand the amenities of life^ and 
exhibiting upon all occasions the amiable 
virtues of meekness and gentleness, kind- 
ness and benevolence^ which scripture 
inculcates^ and which stamp a mark on 
the christian religion peculiar to itself. 

No other religion has ever commanded 
these virtues to be practised^ and sane- 
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tioDed them by a promise of reward in the 
world to come. 

This stamp is more conspicuous in the 
Protestant religion than in the Koman 
Catholic, which abounds much more in 
lessons of severe and unbending disci- 
pline^ than in a recommendation of those 
amiable traits of humane feelings which 
our Saviour showed in his own conduct 
and in every word that he spake. The 
Protestant religion^ by its mild and mer- 
ciful doctrines of practice^ wins that love 
and affection which is the best guarantee 
for a sincere and faithful obedience. 

With what paternal affection and earn- 
estness did our Lord exhort his disciples 
^^ to suffer little children to come unto him 
and forbid them not." The sorrow for the 
loss of a brother exhibited by his sisters at 
the tomb of Lazarus^ called forth sympa- 
thetic tears from him who came down from 
heaven to redeem mankind^ and to show 
the way to life eternal. A regular order of 
clergy has been established in our churchy 
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whose great attainments and highly gifted 
minds^ the fruit of a liberal and enlighten- 
ed education, command respect from 
every station^ which, whilst it enables them 
to preserve an influence on the higher 
grades of society^ turns that influence 
into channels that are highly beneficial to 
the lowest. 

As a body, the ministers of our esta- 
blished church do hold a most respectable 
station in every rank of society in this 
country. 

The good effect of this admixture^ 
silently and imperceptibly spreads itself 
through the community ; like the blood, 
whicb^ in its circulation, animates with 
genial warmth the whole human race. 
This circumstance also stamps our esta- 
blished church with a distinct feature^ 
tending to promote civilization and hu- 
mane feelings among all classes of the iuh 
habitants of this country. Not thus, the 
Roman Catholic religion; its ministers 
mingle not in social community ; by which 
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circamstance society loses all that inflaen- 
tial benefit which highly caltivated minds 
cannot bat diffase around them. 

The Scriptares also in Roman Catholic 
countries^ are for the most part closed 
to a large mass of the population ; and^ 
from this circumstance^ they hear not the 
benign admonitions to universal love and 
brotherly affection towards all the human 
race^ which are continually inculcated in 
those holy writings. 

Our ecclesiastical establishment is sup- 
plied with ministers from a succession of 
men who have had the opportunity of ac- 
quiring^ as far as human institutions can 
aid and facilitate^ every species of know- 
ledge and sound learning. The aid 
which these institutions afford^ is most 
salutary ; nay, most necessary. For the 
historical, which is the external evidence 
of the christian religion, is spread over 
1800 years, and it cannot but be, that 
great labour and diligence is necessary to 
arrange and put in order this very exten- 



30 

sive species of evidence ; the interaal 
evidence also requires care and attention 
to digest and arrange^ and make clear to 
the comprehension of our capacities. 

These two descriptions of evidence, 
the external supported by the internal, 
make together a body of evidence com- 
plete and satisfactory for the truth of the 
christian religion. 

^ The wisdom of a learned man/' says 
the wise author of the book of Eccle- 
siasticus, ^* cometh by the opportunity of 
leisure." (Eccles. xxxviii. 24.) 

An order of men, then, who having the 
opportunity of leisure to devote their 
time and attention to the collecting, arrang- 
ing, and digesting the large mass of evi- 
dence which upholds and maintains the 
truth of the christian religion, is evi- 
dently useful and necessary. For the 
best system of religion would either dwin- 
dle into nothing or be egregiously cor- 
rupted, unless it was perpetually explain- 
ed and inculcated. By insuring to its 
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ministers^ upon their entrance on the 
duties of their holy profession, a fixed 
and stable income, our Protestant church 
enables them to apply themselves to reli- 
gious studies^ and to a performance of 
those duties^ which are incumbent on 
those Yiho are the chosen servants and 
faithful ministers of Christ's holy ordi- 
nances. 

By the division into parishes^ and the 
assignment of each parish to the care and 
charge of its proper pastor^ all the inha- 
bitants of this country have a minister to 
instruct them ; to advise^ to console^ to 
cherish, and to pray with them in the 
awful hours of sickness and death. 

There are periods in every man's life 
when the consolations of religion are 
above all price. Whatever rank or sta- 
tion we may fill, at some period of our 
lives^ religious thoughts will occur and 
carry the mind into the boundless regions 
of futurity. They will force us to ac- 
knowledge with trembling that there may 
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be a God^ and that the soul may live in 
another state of existence ; our conscience 
will whisper that this is not contrary to 
right reason^ and that that mighty Intelli- 
gence which called into existence the 
present state of the world and all it con- 
tains, is suflSciently mighty — sufficiently 
capable to continue the living power to 
the soul after it has put off this taber- 
nacle of human flesh. That the spirit of 
man should survive the destruction of the 
body, is no more wonderful than our birth. 
Reason then proclaims it worthy of be- 
lief, and how powerfully do all the feel- 
ings of man second the extatic thought ! 
Oh ! when sorrowing friends surround 
our bed of sickness ; when those who 
are judges of these awful events declare 
there is no hope, and that life is nearly 
finished, how earnestly must we pray that 
our consciences may justify us in the hope 
of a remission of sins ; that when ^^ it is 
finished," we may ascend to the blessed 
abode of departed spirits, who have died 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Could I portray the feelings of an 
abandoned sinner at this awful moment, 
then might we have some notion of that 
deep remorse — of that agonizing wish 
that his conduct had been different — of 
that intense and harrowing feeling which 
despisers, and the blasphemer, and all the 
workers of iniquity, will undergo, when 
they shall appear at the last great tre- 
mendous day, before the judgment-seat 
of Christ, the appointed Judge of all the 
human race; who has declared that he 
will administer judgment in accordance 
with the laws that he has set before them, 
and that he will admit those only into the 
final state of eternal blessedness who have 
believed his word and obeyed his com* 
mands. 

When we attentively consider the sub- 
ject> and duly weigh the importance of 
revealed religion, on public as well as 
private grounds, it must, I think, appear 
clear to every one that the State, acting 
for the public good, is imperatively bound 
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to take care that ministers of Christ's 
holy religion shall be so arranged and 
fixed throughout the kingdom, that all 
the inhabitants shall have a minister so- 
lemnly appointed to instruct, to guide 
them in the way that leads to everlasting 
life^ and placed near enough^ so as to be 
within, reach to console them in their 
afflictions and at the hour of their death ; 
and this our churchy as established by 
law^ in a great measure accomplishes. 
No doubt greatly to diminish the number 
of pluralists is the bounden duty of the 
legislature ; for the people of this country 
have aright to require that the income 
set apart and supported by law to main- 
tain the ministry, should secure to them 
the service of the individual minister re- 
ceiving the same. 

Not that the holding two livings is^ in 
itself, an absolute and positive impedi- 
ment to the due discharge of the several 
duties of the sacred office within the 
parish where the incumbent does not re* 
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side. I have known these duties per- 
formed by curates eflSciently and most 
creditably. I know various curates^ who 
from this circumstance alone, namely, 
the faithful discharge of their duties, have 
been subsequently presented to livings by 
our bishops and archbishops. 

In this little work, which I now lay be- 
fore your Lordship, and the public, my 
chief aim has been to compress into a 
narrower compass the great mass of 
matter on the articles of our belief, con- 
tained in the works of Barrow and 
Pearson . 

My endeavour has been to infuse some 
portion of that true spirit of the doctrines 
of the New Testament which the intelli- 
gence and learning of these- pious men 
have enabled them so excellently and 
powerfully to diffuse through their se- 
veral expositions of the Apostles' Creed. 

Their reasons are clearly stated, their 
arguments of the greatest weight ; they 
have indeed satisfactorily illustrated and 
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explained these awful subjects, as far as 
human abilities availed ; they have justi- 
fied our faith in those mysterious parts^ 
which are at present above the compre- 
hension of our capacities. Burnett on the 
Thirty-nine Articles is a shining light; 
and where his reasonings appear to be 
applicable to expound the subject in 
hand^ I have not hesitated to make use of 
them in the following Exposition of the 
Apostles' Creed. 

The works of Barrow, Pearson, and 
Burnett, are indeed of inestimable value, 
and worthy the deep attention of every 
Christian; but being very voluminous, 
the generality of mankind have neither 
time to read them through, nor leisure to 
digest them. 

Some there are, I apprehend, who have 
both time and even inclination to inform 
themselves on these momentous subjects, 
but whose ardour for investigation would 
not be strong enough to induce them to 
engage in the laborious task and pro- 



longed exertion of attention required for 
reading and stadjring the works of these 
authors. Many individuals cannot afford 
to buy them. 

As the gospel is to be preached to the 
poor, I thought that a short exposition of 
the Creed, which should point out the 
strict agreement of these Articles with 
the doctrines of the gospel, might be 
useful and beneficial to those who have 
not the means wherewith to buy, nor the 
time and leisure to give up to the pe- 
rusal of these voluminous works. 

The great use of the Greed appears to 
me to be this, that it states the several 
propositions in detail; fi>r by investi- 
gating and making sure of the first pro- 
position, and then by considering each 
succeeding proposition in connexion with 
those that haye preceded, we in the end 
build up more firmly one faith. 

The doctrines and consequent practical 
principles that force themselves on the 
of those who believe in the three 
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Persons or intelligent Agents which com- 
pose the ever-blessed Trinity, as made 
known to us in Scripture, and in whose 
names we are baptized, are of the greatest 
importance; and the consequences that 
may follow the rejection of them are awful 
and fearful in the highest degree. 

Reject the Scripture, and each man 
becomes like a vessel in the wide ex- 
panded ocean, without a rudder, without 
a chart, without a compass. 

Firmly believing that there can be but 
one God, supreme over all things in 
heaven and in earth, visible and invi- 
sible ; believing that the Son and Holy 
Ghost manifestly showed their possession 
of the high attributes which belong to the 
Deity alone, we are bound down by our 
belief in the indivisibility of the Godhead, 
to conclude that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost are united ^^ in the one living 
and true God,'' and that the three persons 
are all of one substance, honour, and 
eternity. 
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In accordance with this view, we find 
the subject-matter of the Apostles' Creed 
arranged in three divisions, under the 
head of one or other of these three pre- 
eminent propositions, namely, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Under the first head are propositions 
declaring the unlimited and uncontrolled 
power of the Supreme Being, and that in 
respect to the gospel dispensation. He is 
the Father. 

U nder the second head are propositions 
declaring Jesus Christ to be the only Son 
of God — that he appeared on earth as 
very man— that he was crucified, dead, 
and buried— that he rose again from the 
grave^ and ascended into heaven, from 
whence he will come again to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

Under the third head are propositions 
that lead us to consider the primary es- 
tablishment of a church under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, and the conse- 
quent fellowship or communion of saints^ 
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true believers, followers of Christ^s holy 
religion; for such continue a holy society 
here, and will communicate together here- 
after. A further proposition, which is 
admirably placed in this third division, 
proclaims "the forgiveness of sins;'' that 
is, upon true repentance, through faith, 
tlie penalty against sinners will be re- 
mitted to the members of Christ^s church. 
What God's dealings may be with 
.those to whom no preacher has been 
sent, is a mystery we may wish to pry 
into ; but it will ever be a mystery to us, 
till God, in his good time, shall vouchsafe 
to remove our present darkness. In this 
world we see through a glass darkly ; in 
the next these mysteries may be opened 
to our apprehensions, even as they are 
now apprehended by the superior se- 
raphic beings in the heavens above. 
Further propositions, in this third divi* 
sion state, that there shall be a ^^ resur- 
rection of the body, and a life ever- 
lasting." 
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Sach is the outline of this beautiful 
compendium of the christian religion. 
The arrangement is admirable ; the sub- 
ject-matter most sublime^ and the most 
important that the human mbd can con- 
ceive. Each proposition^ upon a diligent 
search, wiU be found clearly and distinctly 
supported by the writings that compose 
the New Testament. The doctrines of 
the Creed commonly called the Apostles' 
Creed, are the doctrines of the glorious' 
gospel of Christ. ^^This creed, then,*' 
says Chillingwortb, ^^ is the summary of 
my religion.^ I think it is also the sum- 
mary of the principles of the church 
established by the laws of this realm. 
Of this church therefore I am, upon the 
most sincere consideration that I am able 
to give to any subject, a true member 
and hearty well-wisher. 

I will love no man the less for being a 
Dissenter ; the measure which I mete out 
to others, I expect in return to be meted 
out to me. 
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I believe the holy Scriptures contain 
the revelation of God's will to man. 
We have a cloud of witnesses at hand to 
certify that the holy writings, the Gospels 
and Epistles, were written and promul- 
gated at the time that the history of them 
asserts. Lardner, in his work on the 
Credibility of the Scripture, traces the 
certainty of the fact ; Paley, from internal 
evidence, proves the Epistles to be ge- 
nuine and authentic. 

The great utility of a creed, then, is 
this, that it states propositions that are 
tangible, and which can be canvassed 
each by itself. 

Having confirmed our belief in the 
several propositions, we are enabled in a 
short and emphatic form, to rehearse 
over to ourselves the awful truths of re- 
ligion, and thus to fortify our minds 
against the temptations of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. 

Who can repeat the Apostles' Creed 
without being struck with the awful sub- 
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jects which it presents to our view. But 
for this Creed we might very often forget 
these important matters. When we hear 
the knell that announces the departure of 
a neighbour to another world, happy, 
thrice happy are those, who can ejaculate 
the words of the holy psalmist, ^^ Truly, 
O Lord, my hope is in thee \^ 

The solemn propositions of the Creed, 
whilst on the one hand they speak terrible 
things to sinners, on the other hand pro- 
claim tidings full of comfort and consola- 
tion to the righteous and to the truly 
penitent. 

What can be more delightful than the 
thought, that after this life is ended, we 
shall hold communion with those dear 
friends with whom we have sojourned 
whilst on earth. Is there a man that has 
so little feeling for his children as to re- 
ceive no delight in the thought of meeting 
them again ? The hardiest ruffians have 
been known to possess that fond affection 
for their offspring as to be almost de- 
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ranged at their loss, and never to have 
recovered their separation from them. 
Here then one of our finest and most 
powerful feelings comes into operation. 
The Creed, to use the language of the 
Epistles, tells us not to mourn as men 
without hope ; to cheer up, to look for- 
ward " to life everlasting, '^ 

Viewing, my Lord, the complexion of 
the times in which we live, I confess it 
to be my opinion, that it behoves that 
portion of the laity who are sincerely at- 
tached to our church, as established by 
law, boldly to avow that attachment. 
If they perceive, or think they perceive, 
that abuses have, in the course of cen- 
turies, crept into the Establishment, or 
that defects in its original institution ex- 
ist, let them calmly and temperately 
suggest their amendment. By so doing 
they would render a service, not an in- 
jury, to our church. Silence and luke- 
warmness may be construed into an un<- 
friendly feeling towards it; they have 
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already been seized upon by its adver- 
saries as arguments to tarn the popular 
feeling against it. 

The sincere friends of the Established 
Churchy when they perceive the full tide 
of popular discontent setting rapidly in 
to overwhelm it, then at length may be 
aroused to exertion ; but it may be, the 
extreme difficulty of recovering the lost 
ground may only make them sensible of 
the impolicy of that apathy which enables 
its adversaries to undermine the solid 
foundation on which our admirable church 
was originally erected. When a layman 
proclaims his attachment to the church, 
his declaration must have the merit of 
sincerity ; when he receives not any emo- 
lument from its endowments, his attach- 
ment must have the weight consequent 
on, and which is ever attached to, a dis- 
interested opinion and feeling. 

Should this little volume perchance fall 
into the hands of the middle and lower 
classes — should its perusal encourage 
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them to consider bow exactly the doc- 
trines of our Church are in accordance 
with the doctrines of the Scriptures^ and 
how much its forms tend to promote and 
ensure the practice of the precepts of 
the glorious gospel of Christy and how 
admirably the arrangement of its ministry 
tends to disseminate and to ensure the 
comforts of religious instruction through 
the whole mass of the population in every 
part of the land— should it confirm any 
among them in their attachment and ad- 
herence to our venerable and sublime 
form of worship, I should be truly gra- 
tified. 

Every thinking and rational man must 
feel an intense anxiety as to what may be 
his condition in that other state to which, 
in the eloquent and glowing language of 
St. Paul, '^ we shall be raised when the 
last trump shall sound.'' 

In the course of nature^ as we draw 
nearer and more near to the end of 
our journey through this vale of tears. 
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religion assumes a more awful appear- 
ance. 

How grand is the contemplation of a 
life adorned with everlasting felicity, in 
abodes designed for the faithful children 
of Christ by that great Being who called 
into existence the wonderful creations we 
see on every side of us, which proclaim 
omnipotent power ! How appalling is the 
retrospective view of days and years 
spent without religious thoughts, without 
any acknowledgment of the God ^^ in 
whom we live, and move, and have our 
being !" 

How cheering ^^ the glad tidings" which 
the christian religion teaches, that Al- 
mighty God, our heavenly Father, hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all them 
that with hearty repentance and true faith 
turn unto him ; ^^ For this is a true say- 
ing,** saith St. Paul, " and worthy of all 
men to be received, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.'' 
*^ If any man sin/' saith St. John, '* we 
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have an advocate with the Father-, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins/' 

Doubts on certain points, my Lord, 
some years ago, led me into a diligent 
inquiry, intending, at some future period, 
if my investigation ended in a firm con- 
viction of the correctness of the tenets of 
our church, to offer myself for holy 
orders. I can say, with the greatest truths 
that the more I inquired into the funda- 
mental principles of religion, and into the 
credibility of a revealed religion — for my 
inquiry naturally led me to investigate 
every part of the subject— the more and 
more I was satisfied that the christian 
religion was true — that the external and 
internal evidences were so great and so 
satisfactory, that they imperatively call 
upon every man to believe and obey. I 
do conscientiously think, that the tenets 
of our established church are in perfect 
accordance with the doctrines of the 
Scripture. 
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Should adversity and misfortune be the 
lot of any of my children, I assure them 
that in religion they will find a solace more 
valuable than words can describe, more va- 
luable than the greatest worldly prosperity. 

Should these pages be instrumental in 
directing any fellow creature seriously to 
ponder on and well weigh the importance 
of religion, and the imperious duty it im- 
poses on all to search the Scriptures, and 
to work out their salvation with fear and 
trembling, I shall be highly gratified. 

At any rate, these pages will be a 
proof to my children that, amidst the 
bustle of an anxious and somewhat active 
life, the evidences of religion have not 
been overlooked by their father. 

Upon a mature and close investigation 
of its tenets, so firmly, so devotedly am 
I attached to our established church, that 
I sincerely lament that I did not become 
a humble minister in that holy church. 

But life slips away; the cares, anxie- 
ties, and domestic arrangements conse- 
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quent on a large family, prevented my 
fixing on the precise moment for offering 
myself as a candidate for holy orders. 
When life had passed its meridian, cir- 
cumstances occurred that rendered it more 
practical to change my station^ and to 
follow the bent of my inclination. I be- 
came very anxious to be ordained, and to 
take charge of a small parish in which I 
felt a peculiar interest. 

Afler consulting the present Bishop of 
Chichester upon the subject, he informed 
me that the Bishop of London and your 
Grace had determined not to admit per- 
sons after thirty-five or thirty-six, and 
that upon this rule, ^^ which accorded 
with his own mew, and for no other 
reason/' he grounded his refusal to my 
request. 

No reasons, 1 confess, offer themselves 
to my mind to convince me of the policy 
of this rule ; a man who, from affection, 
inclination, and internal feeling, takes 
upon himself this office, is, as it appears 
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to me^ as likely to make a useful labourer 
in Christ's vineyard as one who enters it 
before he has had time duly to consider 
the importance of its sacred duties. 

I doubt not but that your Lordships 
have good reasons for adhering to this 
rule^ which do not occur to me. 

This public avowal of my attachment 
to our national church is grateful to my 
feelings; and the writing of this little 
work has given an interesting occupation 
to a man without the compulsory employ- 
ment which a profession supplies. 

Should this little work fall into the 
hands of any one feeling an inclination to 
take holy orders, or to enter any other 
profession, let him hasten to put it into 
execution. The stream of time rolls on^ 
and will roll on till time shall be no more. 
Let him not stand waiting by the stream 
for a better opportunity to pass over, for 
it may never occur. 

'' The Bible," says ChilKngworth, "the 
Bible alone is the religion of Protestants.'^ 
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Elsewhere he says, ^^ I for my part, after 
a long, and as I verily believe and hope, 
an impartial search of the true way to 
eternal happiness, do profess plainly that 
I cannot find any rest for the soles of my 
feet, but upon this rock only."* In this 
I perfectly agree with him. 

May it please your Grace to believe me 
to be, with great respect. 

Your obedient and humble servant, 

JOHN WOODWARD. 

Uckfield, 1834. 
^ "* Chillingworth^ p. 271. c. vi. sec. 56. 
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PART I. 



Matthew xxviii. 18 — 20. 

^ Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you ; and^ lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.'' 

I HAVE selected these words from holy 
Scripture^ upon which to build^ as upon a 
sure foundation^ the following exposi- 
tion of that which is commonly called the 
Apostles' Creed. 

They contain the last solemn injunctions 
which the Author and Finisher of the 
christian religion laid on his chosen dis- 
ciples in the hour^ nay almost at the mo- 



56 

ment^ of his ascension to the glories of 
heaven, the everlasting kingdom of his 
Father. 

I shall endeavour to show that the 
doctrines set forth in the Apostles' Creed 
entirely agree in substance with these 
short and comprehensive directions and 
commands given to his disciples by our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The descent of the Holy Ghost on the 
day of Pentecost, testified of Christ that 
he spake the truth, when he announced 
to them that the promise of the Father, 
*^ which was the Holy Spirit," which pro- 
ceeded from the Father and the Son, 
should descend upon them; thus it be- 
came a sure earnest and pledge that 
^' this power from on high" being upon 
them specially, should continue to in- 
fluence Christians, being faithful servants 
of the Lord, unto the end of the world. 

^^ Go ye and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.'* 
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These words, proDOunced at the very 
threshold and entrance into Christ's 
church, proclaim a distinction, but the 
distinct official character of each is only 
to be discovered by searching the Scrip- 
tures. 

The official character of each, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, as set forth 
in the Scriptures, doth so entirely par- 
take of the distinction, characteristic of 
an intelligent agents having the power of 
a peculiar agency in itself, which the 
word ' person' always implies and signi- 
fies;* that we are, when speaking of 
each in their distinctive characters, justi- 
fied in applying the word ^person' to each, 
as being an appellation conveying to the 
mind the distinctive agency of each, when 
we speak of either separately : but the 
mode in which this distinctive t or pecu- 
liar power of agency or personality exists, 
must for ever be unknown whilst our ca- 

* Vide Clarke on the Trinity, p. 1. 
f Pearson on the Creed, p. 121. 
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pacities continue as limited as they are at 
present. 

Inasmuch as the power of a peculiar 
agency, or the distinctive subsistence of 
each, as an intelligent agent, is made 
known to us by divine revelation, we are 
necessitated to make use of some such 
word as * person ;* and no other word in 
the English language so clearly expresses 
an intelligent being, having the power of 
a distinctive characteristic agency in it- 
self, as this word ^person/ When there- 
fore we speak of the existence,* cha- 
racter, and oflSce of the Son apart from 
its object, the Godhead, or Divine Es- 
sence,"!- ^^ which is one," and in which 
the Son as well as the Holy Ghost inhere 
and exist in perfect unity, we speak 
rightly, and as intelligibly as human lan- 
guage will permit. 

But when the term ^person' is made use 
of in reference to the Son of God or to 
either Person in whose names we are 

* Pearson, p. 107. f Ibid. 126. 
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baptized, we mast not fancy we know as 
much^ or that the same meaning is in- 
tended to be conveyed^ as when the term 
is applied in common life to son or other 
human being.* The mode in which the 
distinctive subsistence of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost exist, and how the pecu- 
liar agency of each takes place, would be 
a vain attempt to prove by reason. Let 
us search the Scripture, and if we find 
the peculiar agency of each there clearly 
and distinctly laid down and taught, still, 
though we cannot comprehend a distinc- 
tion which must not, does not, interfere 
with the unity of the Godhead, we may 
rationally believe in the distinction. 

^^ How the agency of God in any case 
takes place, we know not." It is a fact, 
Whewell observes, ^^ that by the aid of 
one or both of these two guides, reason 
and revelation, reflecting persons in every 
age have been led to a belief of God as 
the Governor of the moral world ; have 

* Hey's Lectures, vol. ii. p. 168. 
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been led to consider him as Almighty^ 
all-wise^ of infinite knowledge, and inex- 
haustible goodness, every where present 
and active^ but incomprehensible by our 
minds, both in the manner of his agency 
and degree of his perfection/^* 

We cannot comprehend the eternity 
of God ; the subject is too immense for 
our limited capacities. We cannot com- 
prehend his creating and preserving all 
things; we cannot comprehend how the 
foreknowledge of God exists with the 
freedom of man's will ; in other words, 
how future events, contingent on the 
future caprice and will of man, can be 
reconciled with God's perfect knowledge 
of the same before any decision by man 
has taken place. " How future contin- 
gent events are to be reconciled with the 
freedom of man's will, I know not,'' says 
the acute and truly religious Locke, 
'^ but I believe in them both, though I can- 
not comprehend it.'' We understand a 

♦ WhcweH, p. 253, 2nd edit. 
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division of time here on earthy bat no 
such like division has a place in heaven ; 
for eternity is without limit, is not di- 
visible. We believe ourselves to exist 
in space, but in respect to the Deity 
there is no space; he being all in all, 
boundless. These are matters absolutely 
incomprehensible to us, and we cannot 
bring our minds to conceive them ;* and 
yet we must believe these things to be so, 
if we believe revelation, though we have 
no notion how it truly is. Unanswerable 
difficulties occur in forming a notion how 
a relation and connexion between other 
matters take place, which apparently 
have no link of union to connect them ; 
yet we firmly believe in the invisible 
link. 

We believe that the food which we 
take inwardly supports our frame, and 
enables us to continue to act and to think^ 
though we cannot comprehend its con- 
nexion and alliance with thoughts and 

* Burnet, p. 37. 
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actions. I doubt not but that blind men 
believe the wonderful circumstance which 
others endeavour to explain to them con- 
cerning the powers of vision, which en- 
ables those who are blessed with the 
enjoyment of it to perceive at a distance 
the shape of solid pieces of matter, whilst 
the blind man can only obtain the notion 
of their shape by feeling it on every side. 

It is clear that, with perfect good sense, 
we may, and do believe many things 
which we cannot fully comprehend. 

In respect to the words which Christ 
commanded his disciples to use when bap- 
tizing converts into his holy religion, — 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, — the cir- 
cumstance of three names being used, 
proclaims at once a distinction; and 
though we cannot at present comprehend 
how the invisible agency and influence of 
each takes place, it being a matter far 
beyond oar comprehension; still, if we 
believe the holy Scriptures to be the 
revelation of God, and we find the doc- 
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trine therein taaght, we must silence ob« 
jection and believe it. The form of bap- 
tism, then, by which mankind are admitted 
into Christ's churchy and thus become 
partakers of the new covenant which came 
by Christ, the mediator of the new cove- 
nant^ requires of us belief in the Father^ 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

If we enter into a covenant^ we must 
believe that covenant to be binding on 
each side. In order to entitle ourselves 
to receive the stipulated benefit, reason 
and common sense tell us we are bound 
to observe and conform ourselves in obe- 
dience to the terms of that covenant. 

The covenant of baptism is the re- 
ceiving men from a state of sin and 
wrath into a state of favour^ and into the 
rights of the adopted sons of God^ and 
the hopes of eternal happiness,* or final 
salvation, which blessing is placed within 
the reach of Christians, on condition that 
they by faith obey the law which God 

Burnet, p. 38* 
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through Jesus Christ has set before thenli 
To the Jews it was first offered ; but the 
calling and inviting all Gentile nations to 
this blessings which had been a mystery 
for ages, was especially given to the 
apostles in these words, ^^ Go and teach 
all nations.'' The apostles were directed 
by the Holy Ghost what countries they 
should first select, visit, call, and en- 
lighten by their ministry; and although 
many regions of the earth remain in the 
darkness of idolatry to this day, still, in 
God's appointed time, all will be called 
to a knowledge of the true God and his 
Son Jesus Christ — to a knowledge of the 
gospel — to the privileges of the christian 
church, and to the promise of final sal*^ 
ration, on condition of being faithful fol- 
lowers of Christ.* 

The offer of baptism is a calling and 
inviting mankind by a visible and federal 
rite to a contract made in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. In these 

* Whately on St. Paul, p. 114, Sod edit. 
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three names mankind are initiated into 
the christian religion, and dedicated by 
baptism to the obedience which is by 
faith. The blessings offered by this 
second covenant can only be assured to 
men by the almighty power of the great 
and eternal God ; and therefore since 
without any distinction or note of in- 
equality. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
are all three set together as persons in 
whose names the contract is to be made 
on God's part ; they must all partake of 
the indivisible essence of the Godhead or 
Deity. Created beings could not have 
assured these great blessings; the su- 
preme and uncreated being, the Deity, 
can alone guarantee the proffered blessings 
to mankind. 

The Apostles' Creed is conspicuously 
divided into three parts; and we shall 
find three pre-eminent propositions, one 
at the head of each part; and this in 
exact accordance with the forms of bap- 
tism, or admission into Christ's church. 
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In these three divisions we shall find 
other articles, or propositions, flowing as 
corollaries from the three pre-eminent 
propositions. 

These several articles and propositions 
embrace and teach us to acknowledge 
and observe the words of our Lord, 
^^All things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you." One article contains a 
declaration of a judgment to come, and 
which shall take place before the awful 
tribunal of the Son of God ; then shall be 
tried this momentous question, whether 
each member of Christ's church has be- 
lieved the doctrines and observed the 
moral precepts and commandments which 
Christ whilst on earth taught in his pa- 
rables, and in his various discourses; 
then, in fact, this momentous question 
will be tried, whether each has observed 
the terms of the covenant of baptism. 
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^^ I BELIEVE IN God the Father Al- 



mighty, MAKER OP heaven AND EARTH. 



»> 



Of the three pre-eminent propositions 
this one, ^^ I believe in God," standing 
at the head of the first division, is fore- 
most and chief. That he is the Father, 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
are three propositions that follow from it 

We read in St. Matthew's Gospel, 
xix. 17, *^ There is none good but one, 
that is, God." We read in St. Mark's 
Gospel, xii. 29, ^^ Hear, O Israel ; The 
Lord our God is one Lord.^ We read 
in St. John's Gospel, *^ Father, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." xvii. 
1-3. 

Belief in one God is the foundation of 
revealed as well as of natural religion. 
I confess, to me it has never been satis- 
&ctorily proved, though it has been said, 
that some wandering tribes have existed 
who have not experienced or have not 
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acknowledged themselves ever to have 
felt an influential sense of some overruling 
invisible power. Be that as it may^ St. 
Paul has decided ^^ that he that believes 
that God is, must believe that he is a 
re warder of them that diligently seek 
him." 

Common sense and right reason assure 
us that this is true. We find that this 
feeling has been the fundamental principle 
upon which the religious practices or 
ceremonies of all religions, of which we 
have any authentic records, have been 
founded since this world began. Though 
the propitiatory sacrifices ofiered to the 
deities of the pagan world, appear strange 
and irrational to us, whose minds have 
been enlightened by the pure, holy, and 
reasonable doctrines and ordinances of 
revealed religion ; still, be it remembered^ 
these sacrifices were made to propitiate 
supposed overruling, though invisible 
deities, and were thus founded on the 
principle that Saint Paul has laid down^ 
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that all who believed in their existence^ 
believed that they would reward the faithful 
sacrificer ; for^ protection from those ca- 
lamities and dangers to which mankind 
have ever found themselves liable^ is, in 
some sense^ a reward, if granted for sa- 
crifices made in order to merit protec* 
tion. 

From authentic records we learn the 
fact, that this feeling or desire to propi- 
tiate the Deity was exceedingly powerful 
and ardent in the human breast under the 
influence of natural religion; but how 
much more powerful ought this feeling to 
be in the breasts of those who believe in 
a revealed religion. 

He who believes that God the Father 
has made known to us his will by his Son 
Jesus Christ, must believe that Son to 
have such an intimate communion with the 
Father^ as to render his revelations and 
commands concerning what our conduct 
ought to be here on earth, worthy to be 
implicitly relied on and obeyed. 
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The declaration of that messenger of 
glad tidings^ as well as of awful denun- 
ciation^ was this— -that we are placed here 
in a state of trial and probation, that all 
persons will appear in another world be- 
fore his judgment-seat^ there to give an 
account of things done in the body ; that^ 
as offenders will be punished^ so those 
who have diligently sought the Lord 
Jesus Christ whilst on earthy shall receive 
a reward^ which reward is declared to be 
unspeakable happiness in life eternal. 

^^ I, and my Father,*^ says our Saviour, 
^' are one.^* ** The Father judgeth no 
man^ but hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son." (John v. 22.) '' Believest thou 
not that I am in the Father^ and the Fa- 
ther in me ? the words that I speak unto 
you, I speak not of myself: but the 
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
work/' (John xiv. 10, 11.) 

These expressions bespeak such a 
strict and perfect unity that, if we believe 
the christian religion, we must believe 
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that the words which Jesus Christ spake 
were not of himself^ but of the Father that 
dwelt in him ; ^^ He that believeth on me, 
believeth not on me, but on him that sent 
me. And he that seeth me, seeth him that 
sent me." (John xii. 44, 45.) 

The will of the Father is thus declared 
to be as perfectly made known as if the 
invisible Father could be supposed to 
have appeared.* Assuredly, then, what- 
soever Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
spake, was the declaration of the will of 
the Father, and whatsoever he did was 
the operations of his power. 

^^The Son," said our Saviour, ^^can 
do nothing of himself, but what he seeth 
the Father do: for what things soever 
he doeth, these also doth the Son like- 
wise." (John V. 19.) *^ 1 can of mine 
own self do nothing," saith our Saviour; 
and the reason he gives is, because he is 
not of himself. Now, whosoever re- 
ceives his being must receive his power 

* Vide Clarke on the Trinity, p. 98. 
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from another, especially when the essence 
and the power are undeniably the same, 
as in God they are. The Son thus can 
do nothing of himself, but what he seeth 
the Father do, because he has no power 
of himself but what the Father gave ; 
and being, he gave him all the power, as 
communicating his entire and undivided 
essence, therefore whatsoever things he 
doth, these also doth the Son likewise, by 
the same power by which the Father 
worketh, because he had received the 
same Godhead in which the Father sub- 
sisteth. There is nothing more intimate and 
essential to any thing than the life thereof, 
and that in nothing so conspicuous as in 
the Godhead, where life and truth are so 
inseparable that there can be no living 
God, but the true ; no true God, but the 
living.* "As the Father hath life in 
himself; so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself" (John v. 26.) " But 
to us,*^ says Saint Paul, in his 6rst epistle 

* Pearson, 34, 4th edition. 
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to the Corinthians, ^* there is but one 
God, the Father y of whom are all things, 
and we in him, and 07?^lior6? Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things, and we by him." 
(1 Cor. viii. 6.) 

The Apostle's Creed, which of course 
has a particular relation or respect to the 
doctrines of the christian religion, opens 
with peculiar propriety in styling God, 
the Father i inasmuch as he is, as the 
learned Bishop Bull says, '^ the fountain 
of divinity, for the divinity which is in 
the Son and in the Holy Ghost is the Fa- 
ther's divinity, because derived from 
him;"* and thus the notion of a plu- 
rality of gods is at the beginning guarded 
against. 

There being but one supreme cause 
and original of all things, the author of all 
being, the fountain of all power, our no- 
tion of God must necessarily be that he 
is Almighty. 

^^ For if there could be two or more 

* Vide BuU, sect ii cap. 8. §. 5. 

£ 
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godS; free agents^ acting according to 
their own wills, they might toUl contrary 
to each other» and so one be hindered by 
the other from effecting his designs ; now 
a possibility of being hindered is incon- 
sistent with the notions of God.*'* 

Saint Paul, in his Epistle to Timothy 
well expresses his notion of God : '^The 
blessed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings. Lord of lords^f Further, in 
the Acts we read, ^^ that Barnabas and 
Paul declared to the people at Lystra, 
the living God, who made heaven and 
earth, and the sea, and all things that 
are therein.^J 

The man, then, that believes that ^^ God 
is,*^ will find, I think, no difficulty in as- 
senting to the three propositions that fol- 
low after the pre-eminent proposition at 
the head of the first division of the Creed, 
and saying, " I believe in God the Fa- 

• 1 Grotius, p. 8. -f 1 Timothy vi. 15, 16. 

j; Acts xiv. 15. 
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ther Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth/' 

We have shown that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in every respect, uphold and con- 
firai all these propositions. 
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THE SECOND PART. 
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PART II. 



" And in Jesus Christ." 

The pre-eminent proposition that stands 
at the head of this Second Part. 

* His ONLY Son our Lord^ vstho was 

CONCEIVED BY THE HoLY GhOST, BORN OF 

THE Virgin Mary, suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried: He descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the 
dead, he ascended into heaven, and 

SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE 

Father Almighty, from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead;"— are the propositions that follow. 

At the head of the second division stands 
a pre-eminent proposition, calling for our 
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assent or belief in Jesus Christ. Then 
follow two propositions^ which explain 
who this august personage is. 

The first declares his relation to God, 
even being ^^ His only Son.'' The se- 
cond proclaims him to be ^' our Lord." 

I shall consider the three propositions 
together, and shall afterwards take the 
several accidents and circumstances ap- 
pertaining to him, namely, his concep- 
tion, nativity, passion, crucifixion, death, 
burial, descent into hell, resurrection, 
ascension, and sessions at God's right 
hand, his coming again to judge the quick 
and the dead ; which sums up the whole 
of the propositions contained in this se- 
cond division. 

The Creed, then, having primarily 
called upon us to affirm our belief in God 
the Father Almighty, who has a sovereign 
controul over all things in heaven and 
earth, visible and invisible, goes on to 
claim belief in his only Son. How can 
we limit the power of this Son ? the Son 
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of the Almighty Father must be, by rea- 
son of sonship, almighty^ ^ for as the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he 
given to the Son, to have life in him- 
self.'' * '* In him, ^ says Saint Paul, 
^ dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily/'t 

'* The words that I speak unto you," 

said our Saviour, *^ I speak not of my- 
self, but the Father that dwelleth in me, 
he doth the works/* J 

We read in the Romans, (i. 3, 4,) 
^* Jesus Christ our Lord, declared to be 
the Son of God with power, by the 
working of miracles, by the resurrection 
from the dead/* 

Those disciples to whom the injunction 
concerning baptism was given, were con- 
vinced that Christ was the Son of God, 
as well from what they heard declared 
from heaven as from what fell from Jesus 
Christ relating to himself, and from what 

* John V. 26. t Col. ii. 9. 

X St. John xiv. 10. 

E 5 
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they saw hiin do. They perceived him 
to possess a power such as do human 
being had ever before possessed. 

Christ spake^ and the elements obeyed 
him; he commanded, and the dead re- 
turned to life; in his hands the loaves 
and fishes were miraculously increased^ 
so as to feed thousands; by his will^ 
sickness departed from the body ; to 
prove what? not merely that he had the 
power to cure diseases of long standing ; 
but to prove that he had the power ^ to 
forgive sins.'' ^^ Sou," said Jesus, to 
the sick of the palsy, *^ be of good cheer, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.'' In attestation 
of this the sick man was restored to the 
use of his limbs. 

Certain scribes sitting there, and rea- 
soning in their hearts, said, '^ why does 
this man thus speak blasphemies? who 
can forgive sins but God himself?"* 

Then Jesus reasoned with them in this 
manner, Cannot the same power, which 

• Mark ii. 7. 
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heals the body also forgive sins ? That 
ye may, therefore, (for this is the sub- 
stance of his conversation with them,) be 
convinced by a visible effect, that I have 
really power to forgive sins, even here 
on earth, ye shall see the man instantly 
healed : then turning himself to the sick 
man, he said, ^* Rise, take up thy bed, 
and go thy way to thine own house/'* 

This power is the attribute of an al- 
mighty being; it is divine, for the di- 
vinity of the Son was derived from the 
Father. 

At another time Jesus having healed, 
at the pool of Bethesda, a certain man, 
which had an in6rmity thirty and eight 
years, afterwards finding him in the 
temple, said unto him, '^ Behold thou art 
made wholes sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come unto thee." The man re- 
ported this warning to the Jews, and the 
Jews sought to slay Jesus, because he had 
done this act of charity on the sabbath 

* Markii. 11. 
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day. '^ Bat Jesus answered. My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work/** The 
Jews considered that by the forgiveness 
of sins, he was assuming to himself the 
honour and authority of God; making 
himself equal with God. Doubtless they 
were right in their inference, for none 
can forgive sins but God alone; *' it is 
plain, as Irenseus says, from this circum- 
stance of forgiving sins, he was the Word 
of God, made the Son of man, and re- 
ceiving from the Father the power of for- 
giving sins, because he was man, and 
because he was God.^'f 

Jesus Christ, throughout the Gospel^ 
always styles God Almighty his Father^ 
in a manner peculiarly emphatical, for he 
never expresses himself in a way to im- 
ply that he regarded the Almighty as his 
Father in the same sense as we regard 
him; for we esteem him as the great 
and supreme Governor of all things, vi- 

* John V. 17. 
f Vide Clarke on the Trinity. 
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sible and invisible^ but claim no com- 
munity in his councils nor share in his 
power. We are, indeed^ taught of our 
Saviour, in our address to God, to say, 
" Our Father which art in heaven ;^ and 
for this cause, as St. Paul recommends, 
^^ we bow our knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named,''"*^ as 
by whom angels and men, (thus Dod- 
dridge has paraphrased the verse,) are 
incorporated into one society, and as 
well those who are gone before to the 
possession of the heavenly inheritance, as 
those who are here on earth, receive a 
more excellent name than that of children 
of Abraham, are united into one happy 
family, of which he is the head. " I would 
have you to know," says St. Paul, ^^ that 
the head of every man is Christ, and the 
head of Christ is God." We may well, 
then, bend our knees to the Father of 
Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 

♦ Vide Eph. iii. 14, 15. 
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through whom it is that all nien, when 
baptized, are acknowledged and owned 
by God, as his adopted children, called 
after his Son's name. Christians^ ad- 
mitted into his family^ upon their receiv- 
ing of the faith. Thus Christ is the one 
uinversal Redeemer, and reconciler of 
all mankind, of all Gentile nations, as 
well as the Jews, which was the mystery, 
*' which in other ages was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it is now re- 
vealed unto his apostles and prophets^ 
by the Spirit, that the Gentiles should be 
fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and 
partakers of his promise in Christ by the 
gospel/^* The apostle St Paul, in this 
epistle *to the Ephesians, declares that he 
was made a minister according to the 
gift of the grace of God, to preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, and to let all men see 
and understand this mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world had been hid 

* Eph. iii. 5, 6. 
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in God,* that all nations were chosen, 
elected, called to be Christians, called 
and received into his family. 

In the epistle to the Romans, St. Paul 
speaks to the same effect : " What, if 
God willing to show his wrath, and to 
make his power known, endured with 
much long-suffering the vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction : and that he might 
make known the riches of his glory, on the 
vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory ? Even us, whom he 
hath called, not of the Jews only, but also 
of the Gentiles, as he saith also in Osee ; 
and it shall come to pass, that in the 
place where it was said unto them. Ye 
are not my people, there shall they be 
called the children of the living God/'f 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ, then, when 
speaking of his connexion with God, in- 
variably appropriates to himself the right 
to style him '^ my Father." All things 
are " delivered unto me of wy Fatker.''1[, 

♦ Eph. V. 8, 9. t 1^0™- «. 22—26. 
X Matt. xi. 27. 
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^* The Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father y''"^ ^^ But if that day and 
hour knoweth no man^ no, not the angels 
of heaven, but my Father only/'f ^^ Mt/ 
Father^ which gave them me, is greater 
than all/^J 

In these, and in innumerable other in- 
stances, Jesus Christ clearly signified 
that God, in a peculiar, and to us incon- 
ceivable manner, was his Father, and that 
he was the only Son of that Father; and 
this we find expressed distinctly in the 
Apostles* Creed, because clearly taught 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

For human reason could never have 
attained to a knowledge of the existence 
of the only Son of God, and that this 
Son should be unto us the Christ, Re- 
deemer, and only Saviour. The awful 
truth is fully revealed to us in the Scrip- 
tures. 

The Old Testament proclaimed that a 
Messiah would come to redeem the hu- 

* Matt XVI. 27. t Matt. xxiv. 36. 

+ John X. 27, Vide Hebrews i. 5. 
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man race, and to restore to them the 
power to attain that life and immortality, 
which had been contingent on our first 
parent's obedience, but which was lost 
by reason of their disobedience ; they 
themselves became liable, and their pos- 
terity were born subject to death, and 
had no claim to the inheritance of immor- 
tality, which was thus lost. A law com- 
manded Adam to restrain from a par- 
ticular fruit, which thus became a posi- 
tive duty — it became the test and trial of 
his faith in God. The voice of God 
warned him that a severe penalty was 
annexed to a breach of this law. ** In 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.'' He ate, and became mor- 
tal.* 

He ventured in an evil hour to gratify 
his perverse inclination, instigated by an 
unwise, vain, and false hope to obtain 
for himself some unknown, undefined 
good ; he transgressed the ordinances of 
the Lord his God, and wilfully subjected 

* Vide Warburton, vol. vi. p.. 255. 
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himself to the penalty of death, and in 
the end died. 

In the Romans we read, (v. 12,) 
^* Wherefore as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and 
so death passed upon all men," (ver. 18,) 
'* therefore, as by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men, .... unto justi- 
fication of life." These two verses con- 
tain the substance and spiritual principle 
of the christian religion. The first states 
that Adam, by reason of his disobedience 
and transgression, became mortal; that 
thus, to use the concise and emphatic 
words of St. Paul, " In Adam all die." 
The posterity of a father who had lost his 
inheritance by rebellion to the almighty 
Potentate of heaven and earth, were no 
longer heirs to that forfeited inheritance. 

The second verse states, by the benefit 
of Christ's death, that posterity are jus- 
tified through faith in his atonement, and 
saved from the effects of that death which 
entered into the world after Adam's 
transgression. 
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A secret reprieve passed along with 
the seDtence of condemnatioD ; but this 
act of grace, or free gift, was a mystery 
kept hid for ages, and never fully re- 
vealed till the advent of the only Son of 
God ; he proclaimed that he laid down 
his life for the sheep ; by this one obla- 
tion of himself once offered, he purchased 
and brought to light life and immortality: 
*^ Ye are bought,'* says St. Paul, ** with 
a price.'' By his death the human race 
are redeemed from their lost state, and 
are granted the power to stand or fall by 
that plea of righteousness they can make 
either of their own by works, or of the 
righteousness of God by faith. This 
doctrine concerning the Son of God, that 
he was Christ the anointed sacrifice, ^^ to 
put away sin,'' whereby he obtained for 
the human race the power to attain eter- 
nal life, is made known to us by our 
Lord Jesus Christ in these words : *^ This 
is eternal life, that we may know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
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thou hast sent,'** that we may obey him, 
as the true Messiah, sent by God to pro- 
claim a new covenant to all nations, which 
covenant promised to faithful and obe- 
dient servants, eternal life. At the time 
that Jesus thus explained to his disciples 
the way to eternal life, he ^^ lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the 
hour is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
may also glorify thee ; as thou hast given 
him power over all fleshy that he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him ;'' and then follow the words, 
'^ And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent/'f 

This acknowledgment of the commis- 
sion of Christ, that be received it from 
the Father, is the fundamental principle 
of Christ's holy religion. By receiving 
baptism we become members of his ca- 
cholic churchy and observing all things 
whatsoever he has commanded, we shall 

* John xvii. 1 — 3. f John xvii. 1 — 3. 
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be received into the everlasting mansions 
of the blessed, in his kingdom above. 
^ All power is given me, says our Sa- 
viour, in heaven and in earth/' In these 
words our Saviour asserts his right to be 
esteemed and reverenced as our Lord. 
To persons especially chosen by him to 
this office he says, ^^ Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father," which we have 
considered, ^^ and of the Son," w^hich we 
are now considering. The Son is glori- 
fied by acknowledging him to be our 
Redeemer, Mediator, and Intercessor : 
^^ Thou art worthy," as we read in the 
Revelation, (v. 7,) ^^ for thou hast re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood." 

In the nature of things, a person, or 
individual, intelligent agent, is alone 
worthy of honour, or worship. Redemp- 
tion and salvation came by Jesus Christ, 
for he fulfilled his Father's will. These 
are personal acts, for which we owe him 
duty, respect, and honour, and worship ; 
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it being evidently wrong, and contrary 
to Scripture, to ascribe to the Father, 
mediation or intercession, as it is to as- 
cribe supremacy to the Son. 

The worship peculiar to God the Fa- 
ther Almighty, is the solemn acknow- 
ledgment of him to be supreme over all, 
absolutely and independent of any, the 
alone original author of all, and the supreme 
governor of all, by his own proper, in- 
herent, personal^ underived authority, 
and self-originated, self-sufficient domi- 
nion, the sender of the Son to redeem 
mankind^ and thus the Son became our 
advocate in heaven. " Whatsoever," 
says our Saviour, '^ ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son."* " That God,'' 
as St. Peter expresses himself, ^* in all 
things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ."t We have seen that by dis- 
obedience to God's law, Adam was at- 
tainted of a high crime ; the punishment 

* John xiv, 13. f 1 Peter v. 11. 
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vras remitted in consequeDce of the per- 
fect obedience of Jesus Christ.* 

The voluntary sacrifice of a perfectly 
innocent being satisfying the divine ven- 
geance : Christ restored to our view the 
heavenly Canaan^ and that by a free giA^ 
and showed us the way to obtain an en- 
trance into his blessed abode ; ^^ For 
God made him who knew no sin, to be 
sin for us^ that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him/'t and so 
Christ became ovr Lord, and acquired a 
right and title over us as our continual 
benefactor^ by the benefits he bestows, 
and the price he paid. "To this end 
Christ both died^ rose, and revived, that 
he might exercise lordship both over the 
dead and the living.":]: 

He afibrds sure protection, support, 
and comfort in this temporal life, and has 
promised to faithful services, inestimably 
precious recompense in spiritual and 
eternal blessings. ^' He will render unto 

• Clarke 6n Ministry, p, 342. 
t 2 Cor. V. 21. X Phil. ii. 8. 
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every mau according to his works, to 
them who by patient continuance in well 
doings seek for glory, and honour, and 
immortality, eternal life.'* * 

Let us follow the wise instruction of 
St: Paul to the Colossians; (iii. 23, 24;) 
^^ Yea, whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men ; 
knowing that of the Lord ye shall re- 
ceive back the recom pence of inheritance, 
for ye serve the Lord Christ."-|- 



" Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary." 

Having now considered the pre-eminent- 
proposition standing at the head of the 
second division of the Creed, namely, our 
belief in ^' Jesus Christ/^ Having also, 
considered the two immediately following 
propositions, the first, declaratory of his 
participation of the divine essence, being 
the ''only Son'' of God, the Father 
Almighty ; the second, declaring him to 
be ^' our Lord.'^ 

* Rom. ii. 6. f Colos. iii. 24. 
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I shall now shortly consider the two 
next propositions^ relating to his concep- 
tion and birth. ^^ Conceived by the Holy 
Ghost y born of the Virgin Mary'' I 
shall consider them together^ and shall 
show that they are in accordance with 
what is set forth in Holy Scripture. 

In St. Luke we read this account: 
^^ In the sixth months the Angel Gabriel 
was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to 
a man whose name was Joseph^ of the 
house of David, and the virgin's name 
was Mary ; and the angel said unto her, 
Fear not, Mary/'* ^^ Behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call bis name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest ;-p' ^^the Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God. ''J 

• Luke i. + Ver. 26, 27; also 31, 32. % Ver. 35. 

F 
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Such is the accoant that Si Lake giv^es 
of the miraculous conception. 

St. John in effect fully supports this 
account of tl^ conception^ ^^ The word^^ 
says he^ ^' was made fleshy and dwelt 
among us^ and we beheld his glory^ the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and truth."* 

St. Paul effectually substantiates these 
accounts found in St. Luke and St. John's 
gospels. 

^^ God was manifest in the flesh/ says 
St. Paul to Timothy ;f that is^ the incarnate 
Deity dwelt in the flesh of our blessed 
Redeemer. This transcendently glorious 
person^ ^^ who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.'' 

^^ We beheld,'' says St. John, ^' his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,'' shown forth in the only 
way in which the human understanding 
is capable of perceiving it ; we beheld 

* John 1. 14. f 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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bifii, so say all the ETangelists, restoring 
life, and controlling the elements of the 
material world ; we perceived him ex- 
ercising authority over the beings of the 
invisible world, conversing with departed 
spirits ; we beheld his glorious stale at 
his transfiguration ; we heard him, on 
that glorious occasion, proclaimed by a 
voice from heaven, ^' This is my beloved 
Son, hear ye him/' 

This is the very same person of whom 
St. Paul speaks in his Epistle to the 
Philippians, ^^Who," says he, ^^made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men."^ 

^^ Bom of the Virgin Maryy'* of the 
house of David, of the lineage and seed 
of Abraham. 

No nation ever preserved the annals of 
their history, with so much care and 
anxiety as did the Jews. These annals 
also contained the spiritual matters re- 

* Philippians ii. 7. 

f2 
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bating to their religion, and contained 
various prophecies from Moses to Ma 
lachi, which is about 400 years before 
the birth of Christ, concerning their state 
as a nation, and more especially concern- 
ing the advent of the Messiah, the Sa- 
viour of the world, and very remarkable 
circumstances concerning his birth, the 
progress of his life and doctrines, and 
his triumphant reign over all the true 
Israel of God. The time of the advent 
of the Messiah was so intelligibly de- 
scribed, that there was a general expec- 
tation of it at the time that Jesus Christ 
was born at Bethlehem, whereby the pro- 
phecy foretold by the prophet Micah, 
714 rears before the event, was com- 
pletely verified, *^ And thou, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda, for out of 
thee shall come a governor that shall 
rule my people Israel.*'* 

St. Matthew relates that Herod, hear- 

* St Matthew ii. 6. 
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ing of the general 'inquiries concerning 
these matters^ *' when he had gathered 
all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together^ he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born, and they 
said unto him. In Bethlehem of Jud»a/' 

How strongly doth this whole narra- 
tive imply a general expectation of the 
Messiah ! We gather also from it, that 
Herod believed that such a person was 
foretold, and on the credit of the chief 
priests and scribes, believed that he was 
to be born in Bethlehem ; he accordingly 
dismisses the wise men to go and search, 
warning them to bring him word where 
he was to be found. 

Herod trembled on his throne on hear- 
ing of the advent of the long-promised 
Messiah. 

Conscious of guilt, and of many trans- 
gressions against the laws of God and 
man, his carnal heart prepared, as he 
thought, a sure, but diabolical plan, the 
murder and slaughter of the innocents, 
hoping to destroy among them the new- 
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born Messiah, and so to frastrate the de- 
signs of God; but God, when be sees 
proper, brings to nought the machina- 
tions of wicked and impious men. 

These two articles, ^^was conceived 
hy ike Holy Ghost bom of the Virgin 
Maryy^ we find clearly asserted as un- 
questionable truths in the gospels which 
contain the records of his life. In ac- 
cordance with this account, we find our 
blessed Saviour called generally the Son 
of God; but yet sometimes the son. of 
man, by reason of his having taken oar 
nature upon him. 

^* Son of God," promised afore by the 
prophets, who should redeem all man- 
kind by a perfect obedience and willing 
sacrifice of himself^ once offered on the 
cross ; by the * failure of such a perfect 
obedience, death, and all its sad train of 
woes, came into the world, ^^ and so in 
Adatad all die/^ Son of man : being born 
of one of the human race, the Virgin 
Mary ; by which he was made man, that 
he might shine forth a perfect pattern of 
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obedience for our imitatioD^ and by dying 
and rising again from the grave, and as- 
cending into hearen^ he might give us a 
fall assurance that we also^ '^who are 
buried with him in baptism/' thus enter- 
ing into his holy churchy thus dying, as 
it were, and rising to a new life of holi- 
ness and righteousness, shall hereafter ob- 
tain life immortal ; so then, ^^ as in Adam 
all die, in Christ shall all be made alive." 

With what wonder and pleasure ought 
we to receive these glad tidings : *^ Ho- 
sannah to him who cometh in the name 
of the Lord/^ Let our souls bow to 
Emanuel; that is, '^ God with us;" and 
whilst with holy wonder we survey the 
various scenes of his humiliation, as son 
of man, let us not forget his divine glory; 
let us not forget his pristine pre-existing 
majesty in the bosom of the Father.* 

By him God has fulfilled his ancient 
promise, that the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent's head, and 

^ PhSippians. 
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that in this seed all nations of the earth 
should be blessed. Holy prophets, by 
divine inspiration, declared that this seed 
should be born at Bethlehem, of a woman, 
of the lineage of David, ^^ wrapt into 
future times/' Isaiah exclaims^ '^Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, and bring 
forth a son." This son was Jesus 
Christ. 

We have, in another part, before con- 
sidered that this same Jesus Christ 
always calls and speaks of God as his 
Father, in a peculiarly expressive man- 
ner ; it is recorded that he was pro- 
claiaied Son of God in two instances, 
by a voice from heaven : he says of him- 
self, ** I am come forth from the Father, 
and am come into the world.-' (John xvi. 
17, 18.) These words declare him to 
have bad a real being, or existence, in the 
bosom of the Father, as St. Paul elo- 
quently expresses the circumstance, be- 
fore he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
and born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus 
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Christ declared that no one but himself 
had ever seen God — that the Father 
always heard him, that what he asked 
was, by divine agency^ immediately com- 
plied with ; for instance, in the case of 
raising Lazarus, on which occasion Jesus 
said, ** I know, O Father, that Thou 
always hearest me," but because of the 
Jews that are around us, I said it, that 
they might understand that I worked by 
the almighty influential spirit of God, 
and not by that of Beelzebub. 

St. Peter doubtless alluded to this 
circumstance of a divine agency — of the 
influential power of the Godhead existing 
in Christ, when he says, speaking of this 
holy person Jesus Christ, that he was 
^^ approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which 
God did by him in the midst of you, as 
ye yourselves also know.*** Thus bear- 
ing an unequivocal testimony to the 
divine power existing in Christ, in con- 

* Acte ii. 22. 

F 5 
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sequence of his divine union with the 
Father. 

The foar Evangelists have recorded 
namerous instances of the divine agency 
of Christ ; they acknowledged him to be 
the Son of God, ^^Now/ says St 
Peter, ^^ know we thee to be the Son of 
the living God^" and the apostles laid 
down their lives in attestation, of this 
belief. Such also was the belief^ or 
faith of St. Paul ; he sanctified that be- 
lief, by continuing to persevere uncear 
singly to propagate the gospel of Christy 
even at the hazard of his life^ as he weH 
knew ; and was finally poured forth and 
offered up as a sacrifice of sweet smeOing 
savour^ and of lasting endurance ; for it 
has reached, supported^ and confirmed^ 
all succeeding generations of Christians 
in the true fiuth. The miraculous con- 
ception and birth of our Saviour are 
taught in the four gospels ; are fully and 
manifestly taught by St Paul in his 
epistles. 
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Possessing as we do> a cloud of wit- 
nesses, affirming the genuineness and 
authenticity of these gospels, and these 
epistles, well may we follow the footsteps 
of the apostles, and build up upon them 
our faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Believing that from all 
eternity he subsisted in the bosom of 
God, ^^ was God, manifest in the flesh," 
having assumed our nature by a conjunc- 
tion and union to us incomprehensible ; 
God — with supreme power ; man — ^born 
of the Virgin Mary ; and, like unto us 
in all things, sin only excepted, endowed 
with like faculties, and subject to like 
feeling of mind and body. 



'^ Suffered under Pontius Pjlate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 

I now pa93 on, and shall consider these 
four propositions in conjunction together. 

I shall dwell shortly on them, for they 
are matters of lu9tor]cal record. 
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If the pages in which we find these 
facts recorded are genuine and authentic 
then must we believe these facts are true 
occurrences. 

Those that reject them, do it at their 
own peril; sin will lie at their door. 
Christianity, it has been often and justly 
said, is founded on facts. 

Lardner, speaking of the first part of his 
most able work, the ^^ Credibility of the 
Gospel History,*' says, ^^ that there is not 
any thing in the books of the New Testa- 
ment, however strictly canvassed, incon- 
sistent with the supposed time and au- 
thors; which alone afibrds good reason 
to believe that they were written to per- 
sons who lived before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which happened in the seven- 
tieth year of our Lord*s nativity ; accord- 
ing to the common computation." Speak- 
ing of the second part of his work he 
says, '^ We have had express and po- 
sitive evidence that these works were 
written by those whose names they bear. 
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even the apostles of Jesus Christy who 
was crucified at Jerusalem, in the reign 
of Tiberius Cassar^ when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judsea, and their well- 
known companions and fellow labourers. 
It is the concurring testimony of early and 
later writers^ and of writers of all coun- 
tries^ in the several parts of Europe^ 
Asia^ and Africa^ and of men of different 
sentiments in divers respects; for we 
have had before us the testimony of those 
called heretics^, especially in the third 
and fourth centuries, as well as Catho- 
lics. These books were received from 
the beginning with the greatest respect ; 
and have been publicly and solemnly 
read in the assemblies of Christians 
throughout the world in every age from 
that time to this. They were early trans- 
lated into the languages of divers coun- 
tries and people J they were quoted by 
way of proof in all arguments of a reli- 
gious nature^ and were appealed to on 
both sides in all points of controversy 
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that arose among Christians themselves. 
They were likewise recommended to the 
perusal of others as containing the au- 
thentic account of the christian doctrines, 
and many commentaries have been writ* 
ten upon them to explain^ to illustrate 
them^ all which affords full assurance of 
their genuineness and integrity. If these 
books had not been written by those 
to whom they are ascribed, and if the 
things related in them had not been true, 
they could not have been received from 
the beginning. If they contain a true 
account of things, the christian religion 
is from God^ and cannot but be embraced 
by serious and attentive men^ who im- 
partially examine and are willing to be 
determined by evidence." * 

To reject after due inquiry — to become 
an atheist after a diligent examination of 
the external world — not to see that the 
adaptation of the created things to each 
other declares an omnipotent designer^ is 
one thing. 

* Lardner^ vol. v. p. 411. 
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J pass not jadgment on such a man ; 
bat if a man refuses to inquire^ Ood will 
bring him to an account^ and fearful will 
be his examination when he appears be- 
fore the appointed judge to pass his ac- 
counts ; that judge has declared that he 
who denies his God and Saviour, to him 
will he deny an entrance into the abode 
of the blessed, that have died in the 
Lord. 

That Jesus Christ suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, was crucified, dead and bu- 
ried, are circumstances fully and distinctly 
related in the New Testament. These 
events are predicted in the Old Testa- 
ment ; if we put any trust in Scripture, 
we cannot but give our assent to the 
above four propositions. 



^ He descended into Hell. 



» 



The descent into hell is an event of 

» 

which the apostles could not possibly 
have been witnesses, nor do we find 
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that they have expressly recorded the 
circaiDstance ; it may, however, be fairly 
deduced from their writings, and received 
as an article of our belief. 

It appears to me that the proposition 
of Christ's descent into hell necessarily 
followed the belief that he really took our 
nature upon him. 

The sufferings of Christ are particu- 
larly described by the apostles, and re- 
ferred to in the Epistles. They declare 
the reality of his sufferings, which be- 
speaks the reality of his human nature. 
They saw him in the several stages of a 
man's life. Thev saw him, with the true 
milk of human kindness, administering 
comfort and consolation to the afflicted, 
by healing their infirmities; they saw 
him weeping in sympathy with the sor- 
rows of others; hungry and fatigued; 
finally, they saw him in the agony of 
human nature, excruciated by the tor- 
ments and pangs of a cruel death ; they 
witnessed the extinction of life; for a 
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sare sign was^ that blood and water 
came out from bis side^ tbe beart baving 
been toucbed by tbe spear. 

That very disciple^ who received bis 
Lord's last bequest, relates that he was 
dead already when tbe soldiers came to 
break bis legs ; ^^ be that saw it bare re- 
cord^ and bis record is true, and he 
knoweth that he saith true, that ye might 
believe.^ * 

The apostles saw his sufferings, death, 
and burial; on the third day they saw 
him again alive, in bis own previous hu- 
man form. 

Well then may we believe, that as 
very man he descended into hell; that is^ 
unto the place or receptacle where the 
souls of men departed were. 

It is supported by the sure word of 
prophecy, " Thou shalt not leave my soul 
in bell, neither shalt thou suffer thy holy 
one to see corruption.'' 

By these words, *' He descended into 

^ St. John xix. 35. 
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faell^,'' I conceive this doctrine is intended 
to be conveyed^ that the humanity of 
Christ was uniformly maintained from the 
time of his death to the time of his resur- 
rection; that^ as his body was in the 
grave, ^* was buried,'' so during that 
time every thing happened to his soul, 
which is naturally incident to the souls of 
those departed this life. 

" But God/^ says St. Paul, " raised 
him from the dead, and be was seen many 
days of them which came up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his 
witnesses unto the people.* Be it known 
unto you, brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins.'* 

There are several other places in Scrip- 
ture, where Christ is called man after his 
resurrection. Gc^d commandeth all men 
every where to repent, *^ because he has 
appointed a day, in which he will judge 
the world in righteousness hy that man, 

« Acts xiii. 30, 31. 
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whom be has ordained ; whereof he has ' 
given assurance unto all men^ in that he 
has raised him from the dead^''* or place 
of departed souls. 

As it is not to be supposed that the 
spirits of just men go to the place of 
punishment, so neither is it to be sup- 
posed that Jesus Christ in that sense 
descended into hell. Our Saviour s pro^ 
mise to the penitent thief was, ** To-day 
thou shalt be with me in Paradise/^ 
Which promise^ no doubt, the thief un- 
derstood according to the common notion 
among the Jews^ to be the receptacle of 
blessed spirits. 

The word Paradise, says Collier^ was 
used by the Jews, (since the time of Es- 
dras especially,) for the happy and com- 
fortable stations of pious souls departed 
this life, till the resurrection.f Hence the 
primitive Christians had the same notion 
of paradise ; a place where was enjoyed 

♦ Acts xvii. 3a, 31. 
t Collier, vol. ii. p. 60. 
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' a pleasing anticipation of ^^life ever- 
lasting/' 

It is to be observed, our Saviour did 
not promise the penitent thief that he 
should this day be with him in his king- 
doMy but in paradise. 

After his resurrection, Christ ascended 
into the heaven of heavens, and sat 
down at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty, ^* from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead." 

The crown of righteousness, the per- 
fect consummation of bliss, is to be ex- 
pected on that great day, when Christ 
shall say, ^^Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom." 

Our belief then is, that Christ's descent 
into hell, was a going to the place de- 
signed for the departed souls of the good, 
till he rose again on the third day. 

This exposition of the above article I 
think accords with that of the learned 
Bishop Pearson ; and also with the opi- 
nion of other eminent writers on this sub- 
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ject ; of Burnet^ S. Clarke, Collier, and 
I think of Whately. 



^* The third day hb rose aoatn ; 






HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN." 



These two facts are matter of his- 
torical record ; they are narrated in the 
gospels and in the Acts; they are as-^ 
serted and reiterated in the epistles. 

We are witnesses/' says St. Peter, 

of all things which Jesus did in the 
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem ; 
whom they slew, and hanged on a tree. 
Him God raised up the third day, 
and showed him openly ; not to all the 
people, but unto witnesses chosen before 
of God, even to us, who did eat and drink 
with him after he rose from the dead."* 

These witnesses staked their lives as a 
proof of. their entire conviction of the 
truth of these two facts ; namely, the re- 

• Acts X. 39. 
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this same Jesus Christ was taken up 
from tbem into heaven. 

These witnesses lived from that time 
to their death in sincere faith^ and some 
full of years. 

St. John relates^ that this same Jesus 
thus addressed his disciples when they 
were all assembled together for the last 
time before his crucifixion : 

^^ In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion ; but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world.'' * 

They believed this^ and had sure trust 
Tribulation turned them not from the 
good confession, that Jesus Christ was 
the Son of the living God; that he came 
down from heaven ; died^ and rose again^ 
and ascended into heaven. 

^ These words spake Jesus^ and lifted 
up his eyes to heaven and said ; Father, 
the hour is come ; glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son also may glorify thee. I have glori- 
fied thee on the earth ; I have finished the 

• St. John xTi. 33. 
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work which thou gavest me to do ; and 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self^ with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was.''* This glory 
is expressed and declared in the next 
proposition. 



^^ And sitteth at the right hand op 
God, the Father Almighty/' 

These words intend to express, as far 
as human language avails, the glory to 
which Christ was exalted, when he as- 
cended on high, after fulfilling his Father's 
commission. 

St. Paul, speaking of the pre-existent 
glory of Christ, thus expresses himself: 
^^ Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.''* Who, being in the form of God, 
that is, known in the essence of God, 
being God ; and by the rays and beams 

* John xvii. 4, 5. \ Philip, ii. 6. 
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of his divinity shining even in his first 
conception and birth^ discerned and 
known to be so ; when he ascended on 
high^ and went again to his own place, 
then the whole government of this world 
was put into his hand^ and the whole 
ministry of angels put under his com- 
mand, even in his human nature^ ^^so 
that all are now in subjection to him ; 
and he is before all things^ and by him 
all things consist ; and he is the head of 
the body, the church ; who is the be- 
ginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence ; for it pleased the Father that 
in him should all fulness dwell; and 
having made peace through the blood of 
his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself/'* He is our High Priest, 
sitting at the right-hand of majesty in the 
heavens. ** Who is he that conderaneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that 
is risen again, who is even at the right- 

* Coloss. i. 17—20. 

a 
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hand of God^ who also maketh interces- 
sion for us."* 

*^Then cometh the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to 6od^ 
even the Father ; when he shall have put 
down all rule, and all authority^ and 
power. For he must reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 
For he hath put all things under his feet. 
But when he saith. All things are put un- 
der him, it is manifest that he is ex* 
cepted, which did put all things under 
him. And when all things shall be sub* 
dued unto him^ then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him^ that God may be all 

in all.^'t 

But ere this glorious consummation^ 
an event momentous to the human race 
shall first ensue. 

On the day of Jesus' ascension, the 
angels declared to his disciples^ that 

• Romans viii. 34. f 1 ^r. xv. 24—28 
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^^ this same Jesus^ which is taken from 
you^ shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven/'* 

The next proposition states the object 
of his coming. 



^^From thence he shall comb to 



39 



JUnaS THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. 



No doctrine is more strongly insisted 
upon^ more fully taught in the gospels^ 
as vfeW as epistles^ than a future judg- 
ment. 

'' God," saith St. Paul to the Athe- 
nians^ ^ has appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness^ by 
that man whom he has ordained^ whereof 
he has given assurance unto all men, in 
that he has raised him from the dead.''f 
^^In like manner,^ says St. Peter, ** God 
has commanded us to preach unto the 
people^ and to testify that it is he which 

* Acts i. 11. "I' Actsxvii. 31 

o 2 
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was ordained of God to be the judge of 
the quick and the dead/^* 

If, then, there be a God— if goodness 
and mercy be his attributes^ then must 
he recompense the righteous^ and those 
who have obeyed the laws that he has 
set before them. 

It is but too well known^ that good 
men are very often afflicted and impo- 
verished, and made a prey to the covet- 
ousness and ambition of the wicked, and 
sometimes most cruelly and maliciously 
persecuted, even upon account of their 
goodness itself; in all which affairs the 
providence of God seems not very evi- 
dently to interpose for the protection of 
the righteous. And not only so^ but 
even in judgments also which seem more 
immediately inflicted by the hand of hea- 
ven, it frequently suffers the righteous 
to be involved in the same calamities with 
the wicked^ as they are mixed together 
in business and the. affairs of the world. 

^ Acts X. 42. 
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Which things being so, (viz. that there 
is plainly no sufficient distinction made 
between virtue and vice, no proportion- 
able and certain reward annexed to the 
one^ no punishment to the other in this 
world,) and yet it being no less undenia- 
bly certain in the general, that if there 
be a God, and that God be himself a 
Being of infinite justice and goodness, 
and it be his will that all rational crea- 
ture should imitate his moral perfections, 
(and be cannot but see and take notice 
how every creature behaves itself, and 
cannot but be accordingly pleased with 
such as obey his will^ and imitate his 
nature^ and be displeased with such as 
act contrary thereto,) — it being certain, I 
say, that if these things be so, God must 
need> in vindication of the honour of his 
laws and government, signify at some 
time or other his approbation or displea- 
sure by making finally a suitable difference 
between those who obey him, and those 
who obey him not, — it follows, unavoid- 
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ably, either that all these notions, which 
we frame concerning God are false^ and 
that there is no providence^ and God 
sees not, or at least has no regard to 
what is done by his creatures^ and con* 
sequently the ground of all his own moral 
attributes is taken away^ if not the belief 
of his Being itself; or else that there 
must necessarily be a future state of re- 
ward and punishment, after this life> 
wherein all the present difficulties of pro- 
vidence shall be cleared by an exact and 
impartial administration of justice. The 
Holy Scriptures declare a future state of 
reward and punishment, and that Christ 
shall descend from heaven to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

Lo ! the poor Indian (such is the 
touching description of one of our poets) 
believes that himself and fitithful dog 
shall be restored, after this life ended, to 
each other. 

The thought is pleasing, is natunil. 
What does the sincere Christian believe? 
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He believes that friends shall be restored 
to friends; that the kindliest and best 
feelings of our human nature shall be 
gratified by a restoration of dear rela- 
tives to each other. 

^^ The sting of death is sin/' Thence 
arises a fear and dread of punishment 
from an offended Deity. They who can 
rationally persuade themselves that '' they 
have done justly, loved mercy, and walked 
humbly with their God^" may meet the 
approach of death with composure. The 
expectation of punishment affects with 
fear ; it is the dread of finding the gates 
of heaven shut against them that affrights 
the workers of iniquity ; for ^' the un- 
righteous/^ says St. Paul^ ^^ shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God."* It is this 
dread thought which awakens all the hor- 
rors and fears that sinners experience, and 
which the most hardened, when about to 
die, cannot always conceal from those com- 

* 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
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panions from whom they no longer re- 
ceive any support. 

Nothing can more fully show the sense 
of a fature judgment, than a terror-struck 
conscience. When St. Paul reasoned 
of a life to come, ^^ Felix trembled.'* 
This short but emphatic sentence is worth 
a thousand prolonged statements. 

The author of the book of Wisdom 
speaks a truth to which the experience 
of every man must bear witness. " For 
wickedness,^ says he, *^ condemned by 
ber own witness, is very timorous, and 
being pressed with conscience, always 
foretasteth grievous things.''* 

Some for a time may drown these ter- 
rors, and put them off to a more conve- 
nient season; but they will eventually 
force themselves upon the mind; and 
yea, at a time most unwelcome — in the 
tedious hours of sickness, in the ap- 
palling hour of death. 

But not appalling to the righteous. 

• Wisdom xvii. 11. 
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How earnestly must every man covet the 
glorious steadiness and firmness with 
which Saint Paul contemplated the hour 
of his departure^ which he believed to be 
at hand. 

^^ I charge thee, therefore, before God,'' 
says he, to his well-beloved Timothy, 
^^ and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead, at his ap* 
pearing and his kingdom ; preach the 
word ; be instant in season and out of 
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-suffering and doctrine."* 

An approving conscience gave judg- 
ment that the righteous apostle had done 
all this with honest sincerity, that he had 
^* watched in all things, endured afflic- 
tions, had done the work of an evange- 
list^ had made full proof of his ministry.'' 

In the full ecstasy of his triumphant 
victory he exclaims, " I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 

* 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 
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of righteousness^ which the Lord^ the 
righteous judge^ shall give me at that 
day ; and not to me only^ but unto all 
them that love his appearing/^* 

Happy, thrice happy, those, who, on 
the near approach of deaths having a firm 
conviction that Christ shall come again to 
judge the quick and the dead, can sing 
this song of triumph I 

* 2 Tim. iv. 6-— 8. 
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PART III. 



^'I BELIBVB IN THE HoLY GhOST ; — 
THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH ; — THE COM- 
MUNION OF SAINTS ;-— THE FORGIVENESS OF 
SINS ; — THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY ; 
— AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING/' 

At the bead of this third division stands 
the last of the three pre-eminent proposi- 
tions. 

^' 1 believe in the Holy Ghost.** 

I shall first consider this proposition 

by itself, and shall then treat of the five 

propositions that follow. 
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Immediately preceding his ascension^ 
our Saviour said^ *' Behold, I send the 
promise of my Father upon you; but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem^ until 
ye be endued with power from on 
high."* 

Jesus Christ had before promised that 
his Father and himself would send the 
Holy Ghost^ the Comforter, to guide and 
assist them in the propagation of the new 
covenant. 

When they beheld him ascending to 
heaven, they worshipped him, and, firmly 
believing his promises, they returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, and were con- 
tinually in the temple praising and bless- 
ing God.f 

The last words which our Saviour ad- 
dressed to his disciples, ^' Lol I am with 
you alway, even unto the end," of course 
did not convey to his disciples the notion 
of a continued visible appearance and re- 
sidence on earth. The words of Saint 

* Luke xxiv. 49. f I^d, 53. 
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Luke are, ^^ Behold I send the promise 
of my Father upon you."* The words of 
St. John are, ^^ B4it when the Comforter 
is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, he shall testify of me/'f that is, 
shall bear witness of me. 

^ We, the apostles," said St. Peter, 
^^ are his witnesses, and so is the Holy 
Ghost.'' t 

This witness, the Holy Ghost, the 
apostles saw visibly descending upon 
themselves, and they knew it to be the 
power from on high by the effusion of 
intelligence on their minds ; it convinced 
and satisfied them, that he who foretold 
this event was indeed a true prophet, 
and understood the full effect of his pro-* 
mise. 

As a preparatory trial of their faith, 
they had been commanded to wait at 

* Lake xxiv. 49. * John xv. 26. 

t Acts y. 32. 
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Jerasalem till the promise was fulfilled ; 
accordingly the Holy Ghost was ex- 
pected by the apostles^ its descent was 
distinct^ manifest, being for some time 
visible. 

Tlie great and extraordinary gifls it 
conferred upon them could not be mis- 
taken ; they were, moreover, in the high- 
est degree useful, and calculated to qua- 
lify them for the arduous and difficult 
task which they were selected to perform ; 
namely, to proclaim the old covenant, 
the Jewish religion, to be at an end ; and 
in the room, to teach and disseminate a 
new religion to all nations. 

This Spirit of truth, as our Saviour 
calls the Holy Ghost, enabled the apostles, 
by inspiration, to recall to mind the things 
that they had seen Jesus Christ perform, 
and the words he had spoken ; declaring 
himself the long-promised Messiah, the 
author and promulgator of the new co- 
venant. 

The holy Scriptures, written by men 
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who were guided by the ^* Spirit of 
truth/' have descended by miraculous 
interposition through many^ and shall 
descend through all future generations. 

Turn we now to the Acts of the 
Apostles^ and in the second chapter we 
find this miraculous event, the descent 
of the Holy Ghost, thus recorded. 

The apostles were assembled together 
with one accord; that is, all were of one 
heart and one soul,* and in one place, 
(which place was probably in some room 
of the temple, because it was the third 
hour of the day, which was the Jewish 
hour of prayer in the temple, they were 
daily there, as we have seen before,) 
'^ there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues, like as of fire, and it set upon 
each of them, and they were filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance ;" that is^ in such languages as 
were not their native ones. 

* Acts ii. 1. 
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** Now when this was noised abroad^ 
the multitude came together, and with 
them devout men dwelling at Jerusalem 
out of every nation under heaven, and 
they were confounded, because that every 
man heard them speak in his own lan- 
guage. And they were all amazed, and 
marvelled^ saying one to another^ Behold, 
are not all these which speak Galileans ? 
how hear we every man in our own tongue^ 
wherein we were born ?" ^^ And others 
mocking, said, These men are full of 
new wine. Then Peter, standing up with 
the eleven^ explained ; These men are not 
drunken^ as ye suppose^ seeing it is but 
the third hour of the day; (which was 
nine o'clock in the morning, as we call it, 
and the hour of their morning prayers in 
the temple ;) but this is the fulfilment of a 
prophecy ; this is that which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel ; And it shall come 
to pass in the last days^ saith 6od^ I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all fleshy 
namely^ upon some of all sexes and ages." 
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Peter goes on to say,* ^^ Jesus of Na- 
zareth^ a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs^ 
which God did in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know; him ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain^ whom God hath raised up, as fore- 
seen and foretold by the patriarch David, 
being a prophet divinely inspired^ to sit 
on his throne ;-{- this Jesus has God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses ; there- 
fore, being by the right-hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 
shed forth this which ye now see and 
hear.**! 

The prophecy of Joel, the prophecy 
of Daniel, the prophetic promise of Jesus 
Christ himself, were thus fulfilled. 

By the gifts which the Holy Ghost 
bestowed upon them at this time, the 
apostles were enabled most powerfuU)- 

* Verses 22, 23. f Verse 24. 

X Verses 32, 33. 
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to carry into effect the propagation of the 
new covenant. 

Many gladly received the word of 
Peter, and were baptized ; ^^ and in the 
same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls/' 

Ere long the venerated temple, in 
which place only the holy ordinances of 
the Old Testament could be performed, 
was utterly destroyed; Jerusalem itself 
became a heap of ruins, and the Jews 
dispersed, and without a home wandered 
over the habitable globe. 

The apostles and disciples, by their 
continued firmness of purpose and 
undaunted perseverance, planted the 
christian religion. 

We have seen, then, that the apostles 
were commanded to go and teach all na- 
tions, but that they were to wait at Jeru- 
salem till they received power from on 
high, and that they did so wait : on the 
day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost visibly 
descended, and they received extraordi- 
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nary gifts and powers : this was the Pa* 
raclete that our Lord^ several times in 
his life-time^ declared that the Father 
and himself would send. 

^^ When I am gone from you, I will 
send upon you the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost ;'' at another time, ^' But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
he will teach you all things/' 

The Holy Ghost did descend, and exe- 
cuted a personal office ; it conferred on 
the first disciples extraordinary powers, 
which no created being could effect. The 
visible descent and personal influence on 
the minds of the apostles bespoke the 
energy of an intelligent agent, endued 
with almighty power. It is clearly the 
meaning of Scripture that we should con- 
sider the Holy Ghost, and treat him as 
divine. ^^ For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of a man 
which is in him ? Even so the things of 
God knoweth no man but the Spirit of 
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God/' The apostles might have well 
exclaimed in the words of St. Paul, "Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit which is of God ; 
that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God; which things 
also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual/'* 

The divine influence of the Holy Ghost 
was made known to the understandings 
of the disciples, in a way by which they 
could not be deceived ; the extraordiiiary 
power with which they were endued, they 
could not mistake for the natural powers 
of man. To acquire a language is the 
work of long and continued labour and 
application. The apostles received at 
once the power of speaking in a language 
they had never before uttered and had 
never learnt; they found themselves, 
moreover, empowered by laying their 

* 1 Cor. ii. 11-^13. 
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hands on persons whom they baptized, to 
confer some miraculous gift. ^^ I long to 
see you/' says St. Paul to the Romans, 
'^ that I may impart unto you some spi- 
ritual gift, to the end ye may be esta* 
Wished/'* Many persons received from 
the apostles the gift of speaking in other 
tongues than they had learnt ; and they 
prophesied or preached, as the word 
frequently means, to persons of all na- 
tions, whereby the gospel was more 
speedily and effectually disseminated. 

The power of imparting to others this 
miraculous gift was a double proof to the 
apostles of the intervention and abidance 
of the same all-powerful agent, who at 
first gave them the like power to speak 
in tongues previously unknown to them. 

We read in St. Matthew, (iii. 11,) that 
John the Baptist foretold, that, though he 
himself baptized with water to repentance, 
yet the Messiah, that was to come after 
him, ^^should baptize with the Holy Ghost 

* Rom. i. 11. 
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and with fire." St. Luke's account is tLe 
same.* St. Mark and St. John mention 
not the fire, but only the Holy Ghost.t 

Thus the four apostles record, or fore- 
tell, that Christ should send the Holy 
Ghost; the two first add, in a glorious 
appearance, in flames of fire, to come 
down visibly upon the apostles, and so 
assure them of the truth of the doctrines 
which he had taught them, and then to 
separate, and consecrate them to their 
high office, in a more eminent manner 
than John had been consecrated, seeing 
that they were to have the whole power 
of disseminating the gospel, and of go- 
verning the Church of Christ after him ; 
were not only to be received in as pro- 
selytes, with that ceremony of washing ; 
but God from heaven was visibly to in- 
state this power upon them, and withal 
to testify the truth of that doctrine, which 
they were to preach, and this was to be 
done by the Holy Ghost descending in 

* Luke Hi. 16. ^ Mark i. 8 ; John i. 33. 
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a visible manner; and what befell the 
apostles there^ as the first fruits of the 
church of the Jews, converted to Chris- 
tianity, the same was, in the effects of it, 
vouchsafed by God to Cornelius and his 
family, as the first fruits of the Gentile 
converts,* which, says St. Peter, re- 
minded him of this speech of Christy 
" that John indeed baptized with water, 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost,^'-]- that is, was a demonstration to 
him, that God had accepted these Gen- 
tiles, and so they were fit to be bap- 
tized. 

The Son and Holy Ghost are set forth 
in Scripture as instrumental, and as hav- 
ing an equal share, in the gospel dispen- 
sations of grace and of salvation unto 
men.:t^ Divine attributes were perceived 
to be in Christ, which belonged to God 
the Father; the same divine attributes, 
such as omniscience, omnipotence, omni- 

* Acts X. 44. t Acts xi. 16. 

I Barrow, vol. i. p. 463. 
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presence, and the like, are given in Scrip- 
ture, and seem to belong as certainly to 
the Holy Ghost; therefore, we are as 
much assured that the Holy Ghost is 
God ; for they are the properties of the 
divine nature, and none can be endued 
with them, who partakes not of the di- 
vine nature. 

The Holy Ghost, called by Jesus Christ 
another Comforter, to be sent to supply 
his absence, ^^ proceeded from the Father 
and the Son ;'^ and therefore he is not 
the Father, because it is impossible any 
person should proceed from himself.* 
The Spirit of God, which is in God, is 
not a created person. The Holy Ghost 
is the Spirit of God, which is in God, 
therefore he is not a created person. 

The whole tenor of Christ's discourse, 
concerning the Holy Ghost, implies that, 
though he is not a created person, be is 
a person or intelligent agent. ** He shall 
guide you into all truth ; — he shall bring 

^ Pearson, 321. 



147 

all things unto your remembrance; — he 
shall convince the world of sin, of righte- 
ousness, and of judgment." 

In all these places^ he is so plainly 
spoken of, not as a quality or operation, 
but as a person or intelligent agent, that 
we are fully justified in calling him a per- 
son. The influencing the minds of men, 
the guiding their attention, and aiding 
their good works, are the characteristics 
of a person, or intelligent agent, and in 
this way he becomes instrumental in the 
salvation of men. 

^^ The works,*' saith our Saviour, 
^^ which the Father hath given me to 
finish, the same works that I do, bear 
witness of me, that the Father hath sent 
me.''* "But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will send unto you from the Fa- 
ther, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall tes- 
tify of me.^f 

Even the Spirit of truth which pro* 

• John V. 36, f John xv. 26. 

H 2 



148 

ceedethfrom the Father: the Father and 
the Spirit, then, are the same God ; and 
being so in the unity of the nature of 
God, and yet distinct as to their persons, 
one of them must have the nature from 
the other ; the Father had it from none, 
therefore the Spirit had it from him. 

In the Galatians we read, '^ God has 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts."* Being called the Spirit of the 
Son, the Scriptures virtually teach, that 
the Holy Ghost also proceedeth from the 
Son. 

The form of baptism evinceth the dis- 
tinction of the three persons; and the 
apostles' creed, in strict conformity with 
the Holy Scripture, reiterates and calls 
upon us to acknowledge and confess our 
belief in their distinction, though we con- 
fess we have no clear understanding how 
it takes place. 

The Son, whilst on earth, showed and 
declared that he had power commensurate 

* Gal. iv. 6. 
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with that of the Father; that Son pro- 
mised his disciples that the Comforter 
should be sent, who would confer upon 
them a power from on high ; which power, 
as we read in the Corinthians, was a holy 
and effectual influence of the Holy Ghost; 
shown forth in a diversity of gifts, ad- 
ministrations, and operations * This in- 
fluence St. Paul ascribes all to one Spirit 
as their author and fountain; of whom 
he speaks as of a person distributing 
them, in order to several ends and in 
different measures, severally as he will. 
The extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghost were distinct and clearly miracu- 
lous; the continued ordinary influences of 
the Holy Ghost are known by its instil- 
ling into such a man, first, a considering 
mind, then a sober resolution, and then 
a diligent use of all such moral means as 
conduce to the forming and perfecting 
every particular virtue; the Spirit, though 
not seen to do any thing, in these and 

• Vide 1 Cor. xii. 4-11. 
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such like instances, works in us to 
will and to do of its good pleasure;* 
never superseding the power of nature, 
but when that is weak, his grace moves, 
directs, and assists it The free gift 
of the Spirit is bestowed upon us, to en- 
lighten our understanding, and to redress 
the disorders of the will. But it does 
not work like a charm ; for if we either 
neglect to employ these given powers, or 
will direct them to improper subjects, the 
use and eflScacy of grace must certainly 
be defeated.f 

The honour or worship peculiar to the 
Holy Spirit of God is the acknowledging 
him to be (according to the will of the 
Father) the inspirer of the prophets and 
apostles, the comforter of all good Chris- 
tians, the distributor of all miraculous, 
and other spiritual gifts, and the sancti- 
fier of all hearts. 

We are directed in the holy Scrip- 

* Phllippians ii. 13. 

t Warburton, vol. vi. 226. 
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tures to baptize in his name,* to wish 
communion,-j- grace, and peace, and bles- 
sing from him, — to appeal to himjas a 
witness,J — to take heed not to resist 
him,§ — not to do despite to him,|| — not 
to tempt him,^ — not to grieve him.** — 
Now it is not to be conceived how that 
both our Saviour and his apostles should 
so constantly use these phrases, so cha- 
racteristic of a person, in speaking of the 
Spirit, and should so critically, and in 
the way of argument, pursue that strain, 
if he is not a person; they not only 
insist on it, and repeat it frequently, but 
they draw an argument from it for union 
mid love, and for mutual condescension 
and sympathy. Upon all these grounds, 

it is evident that the Holy Spirit is in the 
Scriptures proposed to us as a person, 
under whose economy, all the various 

* Matt, xxviii. 19. f 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

X Rom. ix. 1 ; xr. 30. § Acts vii. 51. 

Jl Heb. x. 29. % Acts v. 9. 

Ephes. iv. 30. 
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gifls^ administrations^ and operations that 
are in the church are put.* 

From all that has been said^ we are 
called upon in this article, " I believe in 
the Holy Ghost," to assent, that there is 
one particular and peculiar Spirit, who 
is truly and properly a person of a true, 
real, and uncreated subsistence, of the 
same nature, attributes, and operations, 
with the Father and the Son, as having 
received the same essence from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, by proceeding from 
them both, and so is the most High and 
Eternal God. 

I have now finished my observations 
on the third pre-eminent proposition; 
" I believe in the Holy Ghost/' The 
two other pre-eminent propositions I have 
already considered. 

The Apostles' Creed, then, calls on us 
to profess our belief in the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost; our Saviour commanded 
his apostles to teach all nations, baptizing 

* Burnet, p. 69. 



153 

them in these three names, whereby they 
should be received into the privileges 
and benefits of Christ's holy religion, and 
become the children of adoption." ^ Ye 
are all the children of God, by faith in 
Christ Jesus,'** that is, by embracing 
Christianity. 

The character of the agency of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, as made 
known to us in their offices, manifest al- 
mighty power, which alone can belong to 
one essence, one substance, God Almighty. 

The apostles and disciples sanctified 
their own conviction of a distinction, by 
steadily declaring their belief of the power 
of the Father ; — of the manifestation of his 
only Son in the flesh ; — and of the influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost. They felt the 
influence of the Holy Ghost ; they tried 
it ; and the reality of its influence on them 
was demonstrated by its efiect ; and 
though they could not fully comprehend 
the union of the three, they believed and 

* Gal. iii. 26. 

h5 



154 

continued stedfast in an open declaration 
of their belief, in defiance of the menaces 
and threats of the Jewish as well as 
pagan rulers; they set at nought cruel 
torments, rather than deny their belief. 
In the expectation of a premature death 
they exhorted their friends, companions, 
and all converts to the faith, to persevere 
to the end in the firm expectation of re- 
ceiving, in another state of existence, a 
triumphant reward, an imperishable crown 
of glory. 

" The secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God, but those things which are 
revealed, belong unto us and to our chil- 
dren for ever."* By the aid of natural 
reason alone we could not have attained 
the knowledge of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. Revelation is alone the 
foundation on which we build our faith 
of their existence. We are taught the 
doctrine in the Scriptures, we are taught 
it in the words by which we are baptized ; 
the Apostles' Creed reiterates and calls 

* Deuteronomy xxix. 29. 
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upon as openly to profess our belief in 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

I now proceed to consider the five 
propositions that follow the pre-eminent 
proposition that stands at the head of 
the third division, *^ I believe in the Holy 
Ghosf They are most properly placed 
in the position we find them, inasmuch 
as the subjects they propound are conse- 
quent on the love and benevolent exer- 
tions of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
toward the accomplishment of man's eter- 
nal salvation. 

The Father accepted the redemption 
that came by Jesus Christ, ^^ in whom," 
says St. Paul, " we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins 
according to the riches of his grace.'** 

This same Jesus Christ, God s only 
Son, our Lord, whilst on earth proclaimed 
a new covenant, by observing which, the 
human race might attain eternal life. 

Miracles performed, and that most stu- 

♦ Eph. i. 7, 
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pendous miracle his resurrection from 
the dead, attested the truth of Christ's 
luission. This same Jesus> after bis re- 
surrection, promised his chosen disciples 
to send them ^^ power from on high," 
which should aid and assist them ^^to 
teach " the terms of this covenant ; which 
should enable them to proclaim and pro- 
pagate the gospel of Christ to all nations. 
The apostles received this power; the 
Holy Ghost visibly descended upon them, 
and did so perceptibly influence their 
minds and power of communication, that 
the apostles could have no doubt of its 
powerful interference. 

They were enabled to impart extraor- 
dinary gifts to others; by these means 
the religion of Christ was more and more 
disseminated, and thus 

*^ The holy catholic church and com- 
mnnion of saints** began, increased, and 
still continue, by the influence of the 
Holy Ghost. 

When we look back, and call to mind 
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the many and apparently insuperable ob* 
stacles that were opposed to the pro- 
gress of a religion that was to abolish 
and supersede the one given to the Jews 
by the Almighty himself; that was to 
annihilate the religious forms of worship 
of all other countries ; the success of the 
christian religion is wonderful^ and 
shows that it must have been supported 
by '^ power from on high." 

From the land of Judsea, as from a 
centre^ the christian religion emanated ; 
as the years advanced^ it spread wider 
and wider among the inhabitants of Eu- 
rope and Asia. 

At length the christian religion rose 
triumphant over the Jewish as well as 
over all the pagan forms of worship. 

The temple and the pagan altars have 
vanished before its sacred influence ; it 
has prevailed, as a churchy permanently ; 
thus verifying the prophetic voice of 
Gamaliel, '' Refrain from these men and 
let them alone, for if this counsel or this 
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work be of men^ it will come to nought ; 
but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
it, lest haply ye be found even to fight 
a&^inst God." 

" Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church/' said our Sa- 
viour.* 

The meaning of these words, coupled 
with what went before, is this : Simon 
Peter, thou hast openly confessed that I 
am Christ, the Son of the living God ; 
by your constancy hereafter in this con- 
fession, you shall eminently be, what 
your name signifies, a rock. Though 
all were equally commissioned to form a 
society or church, still Peter's free con- 
fession entitled him to the commendation 
of our Saviour. He was the first preacher 
of the christian religion in Jerusalem^ 
and thus became, as it were, the first 
stone of the foundation of the holy ca- 
tholic, or universal, church of Christ ; it 
was supported and increased by the 

• Matt. xvi. 18. 
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'* power from on high;" it survived the 
malice and threatenings of its enemies ; 
it increased^ and shall increase to the end 
of time ; and ^^ the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it/' either in this world 
or in the next; for the souls of the 
righteous shall not be held captive in the 
grave^ but shall ascend on high in tri» 
umph to the mansion which Christ went 
before to prepare. 

A church, then, our Saviour promised 
should be built, and by a promise made 
before his death; after his ascension, 
and upon the preaching of St. Peter, we 
find a church built or constituted, and 
that of a nature capable of daily increase. 
On the day that the Holy Ghost visibly 
descended on Peter and the other apos- 
tles, three thousand souls were added to 
the church. Thus, St. Peter may be 
considered as laying the first foundation- 
stone of the holy catholic church ; the 
other apostles building on the same foun- 
dation. 



1 
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St. Peter proclaimed " Christ the Son 
of the living God, whom wicked hands 
had crucified, but whom God raised up ; 
whereof we,** says he, ^^ his apostles, are 
all witnesses, and made him both Lord 
and Christ, therefore head of the church. 
The Lord added to the church daily such 
as should be saved.*' 

In this account of the first establish- 
ment of the church or christian society^ 
we find there two external duties per- 
formed, (for only two indeed have been 
positively enjoined,) namely, baptism, 
and breaking of bread, that is, celebrating 
the Lord*s Supper. 

T'he holy catholic or universal church 
is built on the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor- 
ner-stone, in whom all the building, fitly 
framed together, groweth into a holy 
temple in the Lord, that is, in other 
words, the whole body of the members 
of Christ's church are united together 
under him as their head ; each member 
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having his proper place, rank, and sta- 
tion, as in a well-framed building ; in 
which you also, ye Gentiles, are builded 
together with the believing Jews ; and 
thus, ye altogether become one habita- 
tion, or one temple or church of God, 
through the Spirit, that is, through the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, which 
Christ, the head of the church, promised 
to send on his apostles, and that it should 
influence their successors in the ministry 
for ever. "Lo ! I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world." 

Although only two positive institutions 
were ordained by Christ, " baptism, and 
the supper of the Lord," still we must 
never forget that, with the injunction to 
baptize, there went forth a command of 
equal weight and authority, which com- 
mand was, teaching those whom they 
baptized to observe and obey all the 
commandments and instructions which 
our blessed Saviour had given out as the 
condition whereby to obtain eternal life 
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in Christ's holy kingdom. ** By bap- 
tizing, and teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever Christ had command- 
ed,'' was the way by which the apostles 
were enjoined to make men of all nations 
disciples to the christian religion. ^^ To 
be baptized^ and to observe,'^ are thus 
necessary for the members of Christ^s 
holy church. The holy catholic church 
is one, though the members be many^ 
because they all agree in one faith, for 
without belief in Christy no man can be a 
member of his holy church. 

^^ There is one fold, under one shep- 
herd ; other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid^ which is Jesus Christ.^^ 
Thus, in the same strain St. Paul tells 
the Ephesians, ^^ there is one Lord^ one 
faith, one baptism." 

One Lord, even Christ crucified; one 
faith in him and in his commands : one 
baptism, by which we are made mem- 
bers of his church, and heirs to ever* 
lasting life. 
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By baptism we are admitted into one 
society, and by faith we observe the 
commandments of the head of that society, 
which are handed down to us in the Holy 
Scriptures. The whole of the christian 
religion is comprehended in two points, 
of which the first regards what we are to 
believe, and the other relates to our 
conduct, and actions ; or, to express the 
matter more briefly, " the gospel presents 
to us objects of faith, and rules of prac< 
lice/'* 

The former are expressed by the apos- 
tles by the term mystery, or the truth, 
and the latter by that of goodness or 
piety. The rule and standard of both 
are those books which contain the revela- 
tions that God made of his will to persons 
chosen for that purpose before and after 
the birth of Christ, namely, the Old and 
New Testament.! The first great and 
magni6cent object of Christ, the Son of 
God, in his appearance on earth, was the 

• Michaelis. f Jbid. 
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redemption of mankind by the propitia- 
tion that came by his bloody shed on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world. 
The sacrifice of perfect innocence, volun- 
tarily offered, (for redemption is a free 
gift,) annuls the sentence of exclusion 
from eternal life, which had been passed 
on the human race : Christ opened the 
door of the kingdom of heaven, made it 
accessible to all who believed that he 
came from the Father Almighty, and who 
by patient continuance in well doing, 
work out their salvation with fear and 
trembling; lest they should fail in the due 
discharge and observance of those things 
in which Christ had instructed the apos- 
tles, and whom he appointed as ministers 
to instruct others ; that in this way all 
nations might be taught, in process of 
time, the way to life and immortality. 

The establishment of Christ's holy 
catholic or universal church was gradual, 
and by the means of the preaching of 
others. 
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Our Saviour having attached to him- 
self twelve disciples^ he subsequently 
sent seventy over Judsea to proclaim that 
the kingdom of heaven was at hand ; 
John the Baptist had previously prepared 
the way, saying, ^^ Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand," and he 
baptized them to repentance by water. 
The twelve disciples were afterwards 
especially directed to disseminate as 
widely as possible the new covenant, to 
form an universal church or society by 
baptizing converts unto the blessing of 
its promises ; but one was a reprobate — 
a lost and abandoned sinner. The eleven 
apostles proceeded to fill up the vacancy 
in this ministry. Peter on this occasion 
reminded them, saying, ^^ Judas was 
numbered with us, and had obtained a 
part of this ministry,"* and that this was 
predicted by David, ^^ Let his habitation 
be desolate, and let no man dwell there- 
in. His bishoprick let another take." 
Peter proceeds in this strain, ** It is ne- 
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cessary, therefore, that one of these men, 
who have accompanied us all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, beginning from John's baptism to the 
day when he was taken back from us, 
should be a witness with us of his resur- 
rection ; and they appointed two, and 
they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which 
knowest the hearts of all men, show 
whether of the two thou hast chosen, that 
he may take part of this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas by trans- 
gression fell, that he might go to bis own 
place ; and they gave forth lots, and the 
lot fell upon Matthias, and he was num- 
bered with the eleven apostles/'* 

St. Paul was afterwards miraculously 
called, and appointed to be an apostle. 

Thus we see, that the author of the 
christian religion formed his apostles 
into a regular society or church, for the 
purpose of establishing his religion, and 
instituted two sacraments, expressive, to 

• Vide Acts i. 20—26. 
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persons of all nations, and languages^ of 
the principal distinguishing truths of his 
religion ; his apostles laboured to form 
local churches^ providing, as well as pos- ' 
sible for instruction, devotion, discipline^ 
and the making of regulations. For this 
purpose elders, or bishops, presbyters, 
and deacons, were appointed. St. Paul 
expresses himself particularly anxious 
that in the visible church, ^^all things 
should be done in order." He commands 
Timothy and Titus to repeat and enforce 
sound doctrines, thereby endeavouring 
to preserve the people in the practice of 
christian virtues. 

Thus we see, that from the earliest 
ages of Christianity, ministers and inter- 
preters of the divine will were appointed, 
who should repeat and enforce doctrines 
delivered by its author, and maintain the 
people in their holy professions. For 
the best system of religion must neces- 
sarily dwindle to nothing, or be egregi- 
ously corrupted, if it is not perpetually 
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inculcated and explained by a regular 
and standing ministry.* 

To you first, says St. Peter, address- 
ing himself to the Jews, who are children 
of the prophets, and of the covenant 
which God made with our fathers, say- 
ing unto Abraham, ^^ And in thy seed 
shall all the kindreds of the earth be 
blessed ;" *^ Unto you first, God having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of 
you from his iniquities. "f 

So says St. Paul, the revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God is this ; 
that he will ^* render to every man accord- 
ing to his deeds : to them who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, seek for glory 
and honour and immortality, eternal life ; 
but, tribulation and anguish upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew 
first, and also of the Gentile ; but glory, 
honour, and peace, to every man that 

» Clarke's Attributes, p. 283. 
•| Acts iii. 26. 
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worketh good, to the Jew first, and also 
to the Gentile ;" that is, to all nations of 
the earth, for at this time all other na- 
tions were called Gentiles by the Jews. 

Individual persons professing Christ, 
are members of the particular church 
which they frequent, and all those 
particular churches are members of the 
general and universal church, over which 
Christ is head and governor, ** even 
Christ, the bishop of our souls/' ^^ There 
is one body, and one spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling ; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism;" 
let us then endeavour to preserve the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace ; 
*^ let us labour to our utmost to preserve 
that unity in the church, which is kept 
ha the body, by being animated by the 
same spirit, and by being joined one 
member friendly and peaceable to an- 
other, by sinews, 8cc., that is, unity of 
charity, as the spirit, and of outward 
communion, as the sinews, to knit you all 

I 
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together into a peaceable church, loving 
and living peaceably one with another."* 
The words, *^holy catholic church,'' 
do not mean any particular christian 
church or predominant form of worship, 
the ceremonies of which are the insti- 
tutions of man; as is quite clear by 
the addition of the word catholic, the 
meaning of which word is universal; 
consequently we may be assured that the 
composer of the apostles' creed intended 
t© express by the words ^^ catholic 
churchy neither more nor less than 
Chris fs holy religion, the new covenant, 
of which, as St. Paul says, ^^ Christ was 
to be head over all things to the church;'' 
and this religion or church was to be a 
society or communion, gradually spread- 
ing itself over the face of the habitable 
globe, in consequence of the commission 
given to his disciples by the great author 
and finisher of the christian religion. 
^^ Go and teach all nations baptizing 

« Hammondy p. 621, on Ephes. iv. 3. 
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them in the name of the Father^ Son, and 
Holy Ghost;'* all persons so admitted 
become members of the catholic churchy 
or of Chri&Ps ?miversal religion. But, 
for the purpose of guarding against any 
mistake on this head^ that those who were 
so admitted into Christ's church, should 
necessarily receive the reward of the 
purchased inheritance^ namely^ eternal 
life, the word ^^ holy *' was added, which 
enjoins a further belief that those only 
who are holy shall on the day of judg. 
raent be esteemed true members of 
Christ's church. 

St. Paul, in his epistle to the Ephesians, 
most emphatically declares, that ^^ God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses and sins^ hath 
quickened qs together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved, through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God,) for we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works ^ 

i2 
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i/vhich God has before ordained that we 
should walk in them. Without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord.* For 
Christ loved the church, and gave him- 
self for it, that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with washing of water by the 
word ; that he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it 
should be hohfy and without blemish. '^f 

Inasmuch, therefore, as within the no- 
tion of a catholic, that is, universal 
church, would be comprehended and em- 
braced both good and bad men ; they 
being both externally called, and both 
professing the same faith ; the word 
" holy " is added to express our belief, 
that entering by baptism into Christ's 
church, we are called upon to live holy 
and religious lives, and that then we shall, 
*^ through faith,^ be justified and sancti- 
fied ; for such members have an internal 
mystical union with Christ here, and at 

* Hebrews xii, 14. f Ephes. v. 25 — 27. 
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the end of the world shall be glorified 
saints in heaven^ whilst the wicked shall 
be turned into hell^ and shall be cut off 
from all communion with the holy saints 
of the church. 

The addition of this proposition, ^' the 
communion of saints ^^ was highly ex- 
pedient to prevent any mistake ; express- 
ing, as it clearly does, a belief, that 
though an entrance into Chrisf s universal 
church is open to all mankind^ still there 
is a heavenly communion here on earth, 
between the members that are faithful 
followers of Christ^s ordinances and 
directions ; they are esteemed saints, as 
St. Paul calls them^ and hereafter shall 
be joined and united in holy communion ; 
for death, which is nothing else but a 
separation of the soul from the body, 
will make no separation in the mystical 
union, no breach of the spiritual conjunc- 
tion, and consequently there must con- 
tinue the same communion^ because there 
remaineth the same foundation ; for 



174 

we are bailt on the same foundation^ 
that is, Chfist/^ ^^ for other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid^ which is 
Jesus Christ*^ When, therefore, we 
express our belief in the holy catholic 
Churchy and communion of saints, we 
mean ^^ that Christ has formed all faith- 
ful Christians into one society^"! one 
fold, under one shepherd;:]; and thus 
they become fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household Of God, in 
one holy communion and fellowship, 
through the Spirit. 

Have we not all one Father ? and have 
we not all access to him through our 
Saviour, by one Spirit? *^Ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's," as St. 
Paul says to the Corinthians ; he further 
says, " If any defile the temple of God, 
him will God destroy ; for the temple of 
God is holy, which temple ye are/' Each 

• 1 Corinthians iii. 11. 

-j- Prettyman^ vol. ii. p. 324 ; note a. 

X John X. 16. 
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true Christian is a part of the sacred 
shrine, and the whole christian church 
is the complete and magnificent building. 

When we are admitted into the Chris- 
tian religion, we are put into the way of 
obtaining happiness, we escape from the 
jaws of eternal condemnation ; by faith^ 
through the propitiation that cometh by 
the death of Christy and by our con- 
tinuance in a holy and virtuous life^ jus- 
tification will be perpetuated in us. The 
admission into the church of Christ is the 
first step to be religious in Christ. But 
as actions are only virtuous when they 
proceed from virtuous principles^ so when 
in this holy temple, the churchy we shall 
only be esteemed religious before God, 
when our prayers are offered in sincerity 
and in faith of our only Saviour and Re- 
deemer. 

Our Saviour declares, that not every 
one that says, *^ Lord, Lord, shall be 
saved, but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.'* 
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To enter into the church of Christ is 
incumbent upon all who have had the 
gospel preached to them, and the en- 
trance must be by the way and means he 
himself has ordained, namely, by being 
baptized in the name of the Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ghost; without this baptism 
no man is a Christian, and consequently 
can lay no claim to eternal life, the free 
gift of God ; to that grace, by which we 
are saved, through the mediation of him, 
who died for our offences, and rose again 
for our justification. 

Is there not one hope of our common 
calling, even that of dwelling together 
in one and the same blissful world with 
Christ, and with each other ! There is, 
says St. Paul, ^^one body, and one 
spirit, even as ye are called, in one hope 
of your calling.'^ 

'* One Lord, one faith, one baptism." 
To the Corinthians he says, ^*By one 
spirit we are all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
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we be bond or free, and have been all 
made to drink of one Spirit;" further, 
'^ we being many are one bread, and one 
body, for we are partakers of that one 
bread.** So vain and presumptuous is 
the delusion of those, who, because they 
call Christ Lord, and profess to believe 
his doctrines, arrogate to themselves the 
assurance of an election to eternal life, 
even before Christ was crucified ^ and 
before they themselves were baptized 
into one body, his churchy over which he 
is head. Profane and sinful is the neg- 
lect of that confirming sacrament, the 
participation of the Lord's Supper ; in- 
stituted by him to give strength and 
nourishment to that faith, which is neces- 
sary to preserve the true members of his 
invisible body. Saint Paul declares to 
the Ephesians, that after he had heard of 
their faith in the Lord Jesus, and their 
love unto all the saints, he continually 
invoked, by his prayers, those blessings 
on them, ** That the God of our Lord 

i5 
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Jesas Christy the Father of Glory, may 
give onto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, in the knowledge of him ; the 
eyes of your understanding being en- 
lightened ; that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the exceeding great- 
ness of his power to usward who be- 
lieve, according to the working of his 
mighty power, which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but in that which 
is to come : and hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, which is his 
body, the fulness of him that filleth all 
in all/'* 

Grand and magnificent is the subject 

* Eph.i. 17— 23. 
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matter of this prayer ; in it the leading 
articles of our creed are arrayed before 
us; indeed^ it is almost an epitome of 
that admirable formula of the christian 
faith. The holy apostle prays that God 
the Father may give them wisdom to 
understand the gospel of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lordy and to have a right 
conception of the revelations therein 
made ; that is^ of those truths which 
could not have been found out by reason 
alone ; a perfect comprehension of the 
revealed will of God, and more particu- 
larly of the mystery of God's purpose of 
calling the Gentiles as well as Jews^ that 
is^ all nations; and of taking out of them 
a faithful people, a communion of saints ^ 
to inherit the rewards of Christ's spiritual 
kingdom, establishing a visible entrance 
thereto, namely, ^^6 holyvatkoUc church ^ 
In conformity with this intention of its 
universality^ our blessed Saviour taught 
OS to pray that his kingdom may come. 
The kingdom of God in the New Testa- 
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ment, is the state of religion under the 
evangelical dispensation : our Saviour 
then taught us to pray that the christian 
religion may be confirmed, may grow 
and increase in the world,* may in- 
crease^ so that at last it may reign over 
the whole habitable globe. 

St. Paul prays that the eyes of their 
understanding may be opened, that they 
may know what hope Christ s calling all 
men to his church, or to be Christians, 
carries with it^ and what shall be the 
riches of the glory of the inheritance pre- 
pared for his saints ; the meaning of this 
is, that we may discern the great benefit 
of his calling us to be Christians; namely, 
the gloriotis blessed condition of those 
graces of his, which are distributed 
among Christians here, as also of those 
endless joys, in life everlasting^ which 
are now instated on all the penitent and 
virtuous servants, as an inheritance to 
the adopted children who believe and 

* Barrow, vol, i. p. 487. 
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ohey^ and whose sins are forgiven; 
'^ and that we may be sensible of the in- 
finity of the power that has been engaged 
in this work towards us believers, in 
subduing our enemies, sin and death, the 
punishment of sin, and raising us sinners 
first to a new and then to a life everlast- 
ing, which was a work of the same om- 
nipotent power with that which he first 
evidenced in that miraculous raising of 
Christ from the grave, and exalting him 
to the highest degree of glory in heaven, 
where he sittethat the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. (An emblem and 
essay of the methods he uses towards us 
by the preaching of the gospel, to raise 
us from the grave of sin, to a new and 
christian life, and from thence to a glo- 
rious eternity.) 

In the nth chapter of the Ephesians, 
St Paul says, ^* You hath he quickened 
who were dead in trespasses and sins.^ 
Mark! this was addressed to Gentile 
converts, and therefore, the predestinfi- 
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tion spoken of in the fiflth verse of the first 
chapter^ was a predestination unto the 
adoption of them as children^ generally 
not individually y by Jesus Christy in whom 
*^ we have redemption through his bloody 
the forgiveness of sins according to the 
riches of his grace." This was the mys- 
tery which in other ages was not made 
known to the sons of men, as it was after- 
wards revealed to his apostles and pro- 
phets by the Spirit ; that the Gentiles 
should be fellow heirs^ and of the same 
body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ, by the gospel. Thus, then, the 
spirit of adoption as children, is the being 
admitted by baptism into the holy ca- 
tholic church of Christ, ^' under whose 
feet God has put all things, and gave 
him to be head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulness of 
him who filleth all in all. For we are his 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained^ that we should walk in them." 
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Good works, then, and a contmued per- 
formance of theMj are the things to 
which God has before ordained, that is, 
^* elected us,^* ^^ that we should walk in 
them/' 

The purport of the predestination and 
election^ spoken of in this Epistle, is, 
holiness, piety, and fidelity of conduct, 
and that is determined and limited to he 
in Christ, by whom we " have been 
taught to put off concerning the former 
conversation the old man, which is cor- 
rupt, according to the deceitful lusts ; and 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
and that ye put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness/'* 

These words specify Christ to be the 
means of bringing all men to this holy re- 
ligion. Gentiles as well as Jews, which 
God from all eternity had predetermined 
to do ; for God, as we read in the Acts 
of the Apostles, sent his Son *' thus to 

* Eph. iv. 22—24. 
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bless us ;"' this Christ has done by re- 
vealing God's will, both in his precepts, 
exemplified in his holy and blameless 
life, and by his promises, which so 
strongly and powerfully invite and oblige, 
and by his terrors or threats, which en- 
gage as to the performance of his precepts; 
and so again by his miracles, and espe- 
cially by his death, and resurrection, and 
ascension, which confirm and give autho- 
rity to his laws, and which were the 
ample credentials to the apostles and 
disciples that he had, as St. Paul says, 
set him at his own right hand in heavenly 
places, far above all principality and 
power, and so constituted him to be head 
of the church, the holy christian religion, 
and the kingdom of the Messiah.* 

St. Paul begins his epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, as he does several of his letters, 
by a declaration that he addresses it to 
all the saints at Epkesus, and to the 
faithful in Christ Jesus. By the addi- 

* Vide Hammond on Ephesians, p. 616. 
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tiop of these words, ^^ and to the faithful 
in Christ Jesus/' the apostle means to 
mark oat^ that it was addressed not only 
to those who professed belief, but also 
to those who through faith were obedient 
servants of Christ's church. These mem- 
bers are the saints meant in the words, 
^ the communion of saints ;" such have 
communion together here, and will have 
communion with one another in heaven. 
His epistle was principally addressed to 
Gentile converts, who had been converted 
from the worship of pagan deities, whom 
they never considered as in any wise re- 
straining them from a dissolute, licenti- 
ous, and immoral life; and as many he- 
resies were now beginning to be dissemi- 
nated, and as the apostle saw that there 
was great danger of their falling back 
again to their former heathenism. On 
this account he labours so magnificently 
to set out the mercies of God in receiving 
the Gentiles to the faith, and their mani- 
fold advantages thereby, which therefore 
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they are not to betray or lose for all the 
flattering shows of either the Jewish ce- 
reraonies, or the Gentile philosophy^ of 
which two the Gnostic divinity was 
compounded^ and their lives filled with 
all villany.* 

Wicked and inconsistent Christians^ 
then^ as we learn from the Epistles^ were 
members of the visible churchy even in 
the apostles' age; it is so at present. 
God can alone separate the good from 
the bad at the last day. 

The wheat and tlie tares will grow 
together to the harvest, and then the 
Lord of the harvest, the head of the church, 
which is his property, shall separate 
them; the one, to joys inexpressible; 
the other, to the griefs of a lasting re- 
morse. 

It is our duty while we are in the body 
to continue to build up the visible church, 
to establish and insist upon external reli- 
gion, the means of grace, the right ad- 

^ Hammond. 
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ministration of the sacraraents^ the purity^ 
honour, and integrity of the Christian 
priesthood^ and to maintain^ ^^ in spite of 
scom/^ its scriptural government in the 
world. 

Thus by obedience to the example of 
the apostles of God, we may bring many 
millions of our forsaken brethren of man- 
kind from among every nation under hea- 
ven within the visible church on earth, 
and lead them by the power of the Spirit 
of God to the spiritual church above.* 



^^ The Forgiveness op Sins." 

This article is placed here with the 
greatest propriety, looking at it with re- 
lation to the two immediate preceding 
articles. 

We have declared our belief in the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God : 
that these three persons, or intelligent 

* Vide Townsend. 
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agents, appear from Scripture^ in their 
several offices^ instrumental in the 6nal 
salvation of man. 

We have declared our belief in the 
establishment of an external churchy or 
society of believers^ as a means to for- 
ward and promote this great object^ 
namely^ the salvation of sinners. ^^ All 
have sinned^ and come short of the glory 
of God.*'* '* The restoration of sinners 
to acceptance and favour with a God of 
justice, is a problem which all the re- 
sources and expedients of natural theology 
are wholly incompetent to solve ; it being, 
in fact^ the great desideratum which it 
cannot satisfy .''-J- 

The Scriptures reveal that, ^^ God has 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and has given to us," says St. Paul, ** the 
ministry of reconciliation." % This com- 

* Romans iii. 23. 

-J- Vide Chalmers* Bridgewater Treatise, vol. ii. 
page 289. 

I 2 Corinth. V, 18. 
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mission is committed to the church. The 
Son of man ^^ came not to be ministered 
unto, but to give his life a ransom for 
many/'* 

We had all offended, and the sentence 
of exclusion from life everlasting had 
gone forth against all ; but Christ died, 
and gave satisfaction for us, through 
which we were restored into the favour 
of God ; by the price of the precious 
blood of Christ we are redeemed. 

When Christ sent out his apostles, he 
bid them preach *^ Remission of sins, 
in his name among all nations/'f Again, 
^* Through Christ is preached unto you 
forgiveness of sins."J 

Thus we see that preaching remission 
of sins, belongeth certainly, and, in some 
sense, peculiarly to the church of Christ : 
how then is this remission conferred upon 
any person in the church ? 

Saint Peter said to the assembled peo- 

* Matt. XX 28. f Luke xxiv. 27. 

J Actsiii.29. 
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pie who asked bim and the other apostles^ 
•^ What shall we do?'' *^ Repent," says 
he, *^ and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the re* 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gifts of the Holy Ghosf * Not the ex- 
traordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost seem 
to be here meant, but the ordinary ones, 
which all believers may expect to receive, 
that is, the inward gifts of grace, of aid, 
and support, under trials and tempta- 
tions. 

'^ But we are bound to give thanks to 
God for you, brethren, beloved of the 
Lord," says St. Paul to the Thessalo- 
nians, *^ because God hath from the be- 
ginning chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification and belief of the truth."! 
^^ But after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward men appeared,^* 
said the same apostle to Titus, '^ not by 
works of righteousness, which we have 

^ Acts ii. 38. See Pearce on this verse. 
f 2 Thess. xi. 13. 
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done^ but according to his mercy he saved 
us by the washing of regeneration^ and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.'** 

That is^ according to Hammond's pa- 
raphrase^ ^^ Christ put us into a state of 
salvation upon giving ourselves up^ his 
vowed reformed servants, sealing unto us 
the pardon of all our sins, and then be- 
stowing his Spirit upon us, to bring forth 
the fruits of new life," 

The promise of the Saviour was, that 
after the Holy Ghost was given, it should 
guide the apostles into all truth, and, by 
baptism, it should be perpetuated on the 
successive members of Christ's church, 
even to the end of the world. 

The extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghost being vouchsafed for one especial 
purpose only — the benefit of the Chris- 
tian church ; as soon as that church was 
established, they were gradually with- 
drawn ; though the ordinary operations, 
without which no child of Adam can ^^ be 

* Titus iii. 5, 6. 
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renewed unto holiness/' are to be con- 
tinued for ever. At the time of his de- 
parture our gracious Saviour^s promise 
to his apostles was, *' I will not leave you 
comfortless ; 1 will come to you j lo ! I 
am with you always, even to the end of 
the world." 

This most merciful promise was at first 
given to the apostles, and, through their 
ministry, to the universal church ; Christ 
himself having appointed outward means 
of grace, by which he has engaged to 
maintain a constant communion with hits 
church, through the operations of the 
Holy Ghost; and thus the Holy Ghost 
still acts in the administration of holy 
orders, in the study of the revealed word, 
in public and private worship, and in the 
sacraments. 

The Scripture teaches that there is one 
common constant influence of the Holv 
Ghost ; not only as respected the apos- 
tles, but in respect to all members re- 
ceived by baptism into Christ's church. 
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This Holy Spirit inspires^ enliyens^ 
and actuates the holy catbolic church, 
connecting and containing together the 
members thereof; that is, all sincere 
Christians^ ^^ sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints ;" quickening and 
moving the pastors ; influencing the con- 
dition of every man^ preparing him and 
enabling him to discharge that calling 
whereunto he was actuated; the Spirit 
giving such a measure of grace as is ne- 
cessary to guide^ not to force, him to lead 
a new life, consonant to the doctrines of 
Christ, and thereby obtaining the for- 
giveness of sins. 

Our only guide in these high matters 
is revelation. Our plan of studying that 
revelation must be to believe in the facts 
recorded, and make those facts the inter- 
preters of the doctrines. 

The atonement and sacrifice of Christ 
was the condition or stipulation; the 
Spirit of God, is the means of our ac- 
ceptance. I will ask, is there aught in 

K 
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the life and doctrines of our Saviour to 
justify a belief that Christ did not volun- 
tarily offer himself as an atonement for 
the sins of man. That he did voluntarily 
lay down his life seems clear from the 
10th chapter of St. John, the 15th and 
18th verses : ^^ As the Father knoweth 
me, even so know I the Father, and I 
lay down my life for the sheep ; no man 
taketh it away from me, but I lay it 
down of myself/' That our Saviour 
permitted wicked hands to kill him, when 
he might have saved himself, appears 
from what he said at that transaction^ 
when Peter cut off the ear of the servant 
of the high priest : ^^ Thinkest thou that 
I cannot now pray to my Father, and he 
shall give me more than twelve legions 
of angels ?*'* Clearly intimating that he 
had the power to save his life ; but, says 
he, *' the cup which my Father has given 
me, shall I not drink it ?" Christ com- 
pleted the mysterious sacrifice, man was 

* Matt. xxvi. 53. 
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saved from origiaal condemnation^ by 
this propitiation once offered ; and in this 
act of grace consisted the forgiveness of 
sins. 

Persons there are, who profess their 
belief in an assurance of their own elec- 
tion and predestination to eternal happi- 
ness from all eternity. In contradiction 
to this, hear what St. John says : " If we 
say that we have nq sin, we deceive our- 
selves/' No Christian is taught in Scrip- 
ture that he is to be assured of his own 
salvation, for no Christian can say at one 
moment that he is sinless ; further, no 
Christian is incapable of falling into hei- 
nous offences ; " looking diligently,*' says 
St. Paul, *^ lest any man fail of the grace 
of God; follow peace with all men and 
holiness, without which no man shall see 
the Lord.''* 

In the 5th chapter of Galatians, Saint 
Paul enumerates many 8in9, ^' which ithose 

*Heb. xii 14,15. 

k2 
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that do tbese things shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven/' 

As those, who are received into the 
church by the sacrament of baptism, re- 
ceive the remission of their sins, of which 
they were guilty before they were bap- 
tized ; so afler they are thus made mem- 
bers of the church, they receive remis* 
sion of their future sins by repentance. 
*^ If any man sin/' says St. John, '^ we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, and he is the propi- 
tiation for our sins.'' * 

Our blessed Saviour and Redeemer, 
in his admirable and inestimable form of 
prayer, has taught us to pray that our 
Almighty Father would forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us : in the same prayer he 
has taught us to pray that we may not be 
led into temptation, that is, that the pre- 
vailing grace, which cometh by the Holy 

• * I John ii. 1. 
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Spirit, may guide and direct our repent-^ 
ing thoughts; may aid and assist our 
earnest desires to turn unto the Lord, and 
to walk in his laws, which he has set be- 
fore us. If the Almighty has given us 
freedom of will to remit the debts of our 
fellow-creatures, or to seize on his pos- 
sessions, and to send him to prison, and 
his wife and little ones to misery and 
want, then there is a future contingent 
event, dependent on our will, when the 
occasion for forgiveness to our fellow- 
creatures shall arrive, and not afore- 
ordained. 

Saint Paul did not think himself assured 
of his own salvation, when he said, that 
he was determined not to know any thing 
among the Corinthians, '* save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified/' From this 
point he dated his christian faith; from 
this point he began the race for the prize 
of his high calling, which was to convert 
mankind to the christian religion ; he ar- 
rogated not to himself a knowledge above 
what was taught by Christ, revealed to 
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him by the Holy Ghost^ but he persevered 
m his endeavours, ^* if by any means he 
might attain uilto the resurrection of the 
dead^ not as though he had already at- 
tained it, either were already perfect."* 
He pressed forward to deserve it, by 
strenuously everting himself to publi^^h 
the gospel to them that had never heard 
it. ^* For Christ,'' say« he, ** sent me to 
preach the gospel ; not with the wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of Christ should 
be made of none effect. 

St. Paul showed the sincerity of his 
own belief in the doctrines of Christ, by 
venturing his life, even to death, as Christ 
had done before him. 

Faith in Christ crucified, \^ thaft faith 
which, after this Kfe is ended, shall save a 
man, provided he has carefully Employed 
the talents committed to his care. Many 
there are, I apprehend, who have ardently 
wished, when they were fast approafching 
to tiie confii^es of the grave, and were 
s^boQt to pass for ever the line >^hich 

♦ Phil. iii. 11,12. 
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divides this from the next world, that 
they had obeyed the precepts and com- 
mands of Christ, and had supplied relief 
to the hungry, clothes to the naked, ere 
they had suffered them to pine in want 
and penury, hereafter to appear as wit- 
nesses against those who were blessed 
with an abundance of worldly goods, but 
withheld them. Many have there been, 
who, at this awful period, have ardently 
wished that they had visited their brethren 
in prison for debt, and for crimes against 
society ; that they might have relieved 
the one, and turned the other from the 
evil of his way, and saved his soul 
alive. 

All must be conscious of trampling on 
the laws of the Son of God, who came 
down from heaven to reveal the will of 
God : when the Lord of the vineyard shall 
come a second time in the glory of the 
Father, what will he do to these hus- 
bandmen ? 

He will miserably destroy the wicked, 
faithless, and disobedient servants. ^' God 
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sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved." * 

The good and merciful God, freely by 
his grace, vouchsafed to send into the 
world his only begotten Son, to reveal 
his will clearly to mankind, and to give 
himself a sacrifice and propitiation for 
sins that are past.f The new covenant 
of salvation is offered to mankind upon 
the gracious terms of ^* repentance to- 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ ;" so shall a man, to use our 
Saviour's words, '^ be born again, born 
of water and spirit j of water, by being 
baptized into his church — of spirit, by 
entering into a new and more spiritual 
life, purifying himself from all carnal 
lusts and affections, by conforming him- 
self in mind and life, so as to obey all tlte 
precepts of that holy religion, which our 
Saviour declared should be propagated 
under the guidance and influence of the 

♦ John iii, 17. 
-}■ Vide Romaos iii. 22 — 25. 
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Holy Spirit, and which influence should 
reach each individual who sincerely de- 
sires to obey the commandments of the 
great Author of the christian religion. 

^^ That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit/^ * 

The actions of a natural man^ who has 
not suffered the influence of the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Ghost to have their 
due weighty and who has not given him- 
self up to a christian life^ will be but 
natural actions^ at least but external pu- 
rification, or restraint from sin in the out- 
ward parts. But the actions of a spiri- 
tual person, born anew, from that higher 
principle, a proselyte of Christ, will be 
spiritual purification of the very spirit; 
being renewed in the spirit of his mind^ 
he will be delivered from the dominion 
of his human frailty ;t influenced by the 
Holy Ghost, he will govern his life by 
the dictates and rules of reason, and com* 

* John iii. 6. *|- Hammond^ p. 222. 

k5 
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nion sense^ and the laws of God, and thus 
will become^ in very truth, a spiritual 
man^ fitly prepared to be an itiheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven. 

From the whole tenor of the gospels 
and epistles, it is manifest that ther6 is 
some condition required of us to make 
us capable of the benefit which came by 
the death of Christy the non-performance 
of which is the circumstance that re- 
strains and limits the number of men 
actuallt/ saved to a far narrower compass 
than seems to be spoken of in these 
words of St. Paul, *^ He was delivered 
for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification/^ 

'^ I haile prayed," says St. Paul to the 
Colossians, ^^ that ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruit- 
ful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God, who hath deli- 
vered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son ; in whom we have redemp- 
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tion through bis bloody even the forgive- 
ness of sins." 

By these words we perceive that we 
must work^ and so faith becomes a prin- 
ciple of action. Our believing that we 
shall be saved^ through Christy is no act 
of divine faith : ^^ the devils believe and 
tremble.'' Every act of divine faith must 
be done, because ordered to be done bv 
divine revelation. 

By baptism we are justified^ and born 
again^ as it were, to a new life. By per- 
severance our justification shall terminate 
in eternal salvation, which is not to be 
had by the death of Christ only, but upon 
our coming into the faith, which induces 
us to observe the conditions required ; 
for Christ has, by his example and pre- 
cepts, taught us, that our new life must be 
passed in holiness and righteousness. By 
his rising, he has assured us of his power 
to raise up us also ; and by the mission 

♦ Colos. i. 10—14. 
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of the Holy Spirit^ he quickens and as- 
sists us towards the attainment of actual 
salvation. 

Faith and obedience must walk toge- 
ther in holy fellowship. It is only after 
we have strictly inquired into the re- 
corded sayings and acts of our Saviour^ 
and have conscientiously and faithfully 
compared and examined what our own 
conduct has been, that we obtain any 
thing like a conviction that our repen- 
tance is sincere, and that we are heartily 
sorry for our misdoings, and, in true faith, 
turn unto the Lord of eternal life. Then 
only, when we feel all this, have we rea- 
sonable grounds to hope that our sins and 
trespasses after baptism may be forgiven 
for his sake, who died to redeem man- 
kind, and rose again to open the gates of 
a celestial life to his followers. 

This article, ^^ the forgiveness of sins,'' 
to those who have true faith, and who 
feel the characteristics of true repentance 
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in their hearts^ is full of comfort and con-' 
solatioQ, for then each may hope indivi-' 
dually to partake of the benefits of , the 
death of Christ ; then each may hope, but 
with a confidence far removed from pre- 
sumption, that he also may be among the 
number of those who in the last day 
shall find admittance to Christ's kingdom 
above. 



The Resurrection op the Body. 

During the time that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, was " manifest 
in the flesh,'' the inhabitants of that na- 
tion, in which he appeared, were chiefly 
divided into two sects, the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. The Pharisees believed in 
the resurrection of the dead; but the 
Sadducees said " there was no resurrec- 
tion,'' for they did not believe that the 
soul or spirit of a man subsisted after 
death.* 

* Matt. xxii« 32 ; Acts xxiii. 
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The Sadducees^ though fewer in num«^ 
ber, were of that class which was cobsi- 
dered the most learned, and of a higher 
grade, aiid more wealthy, but too insolent 
and haughty to bear the drudgery and 
formality of administering justice : they 
affected to think in a singular manner, 
without low prejudices, and to despise all 
established notions, as vulgar and bar- 
barous. Such is the substance of the re- 
presentation made of them by Josephus. 

Our Saviour amazed and ashamed the 
hypocritical Jews, who were sent by the 
chief priests and scribes as spies, being 
instructed to feign themselves just men ; 
and who, under pretence of desiring his 
opinion, in a case of conscience, asked, 
whether *^ it was lawful to give tribute to 
Caesar or not. " Jesus, aware of the ma- 
licious design, gave them an answer so 
full of wisdom that they were afraid to 
pervert his words, for they were spoken 
openly before the people ; " they mar- 
velled at bis answer, and held their 
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peac^,'' The Sadducees^ not daunted by 
this defeat of the spies, but rather per- 
haps encouraged by the \^isdom which 
our Salviottr displayed, and, it may be, 
earnestly and i^incerely wishing to hear 
his opinions and decision on that momen- 
tous and most interesting subject, on 
which thfe minds of all men have ever felt 
the most ardent desire to be fully satis- 
fied, namely, a future state of existence, 
began to put certain questions to him. 

The Sadducees might have been led 
into the error in which our Saviour found 
them, by the remarkable and undeniable 
circumstance, that, in the five books of 
Moses, there is no direct promise of eter- 
nal life. 

By the repeated display of miracles, 
and of divine interference, the Israelites 
were convinced that there was an extra- 
ordinary overruling Providence, Gover- 
nor, and Counsellor, of all sublunary 
matters, and of all human affairs. Al- 
though they had no direct promise of 
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eternal life, we have every reason to be- 
lieve that Moses, and many of his fol'* 
lowers, and their descendants, died under 
the hope and expectation that God would 
still continue to be their God ; that after 
this life ended, he would bestow some 
blessing on his faithful servants. But to 
the Son of God it was reserved to pro- 
claim and pronounce that, by his own 
intercession and mediation, eternal life 
should be the prize, which the obedient 
servants of God's laws, and the faithful 
members of Christ's church, should re- 
ceive as their reward. 

It had been the bounden duty of the 
Israelites, from the first promulgation of 
the law down to the coming of Christy 
to mark, learn, and inwardly to digest 
the Scriptures, which they possessed* 
Those sacred writings proved, that when 
God Almighty, in the beginning, caused 
man to become a living soul, and gave 
him reason, it was evidently his intention 
that Adam and his posterity should make 
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use of that reason as their guide ; it was 
their duty, their trial. ^' Reason is na- 
tural revelation^ whereby the Eternal Fa- 
ther of light, and Fountain of all know- 
ledge, communicates to mankind that por^ 
tion of truth, which he has laid within the 
reach of their natural faculties/^* 

Our Saviour pronounced a true verdict 
on the Sadducees, that ^' they erred, not 
knowing the Scripture ;" that is, that 
their error proceeded from their not well 
considering the several places in Scrip- 
ture, not understanding the full force and 
meaning of those several passages wherein 
God proclaimed the relation in which he 
stood to the human race, namely, that he 
is their God for ever. Does God any 
where say, when he ceased to be God 
over rational beings ? On the contrary, 
long after Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
were dead, he continued to call himself 
their God. Doubtless, these approved 
worshippers of God, together with Moses 

'^ Locke. 
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and many other faithfal Israelites^ died 
ip the hope and trust that he would con- 
tinue to be their God, even after this life 
ended. We do not find in the Pentateuch, 
that the prize of eternal life was ever 
promised to the fathers, but it was their 
duty, as it has been the duty of all man- 
kind from the creation to the present hour^ 
to contemplate, and consider the proof of 
omnipotent power, that the Deity dis- 
plays in his works, and from them to 
gather a belief ^^ that God is ;"* and it 
was the particular duty of the Israelites 
diligently to examine and digest the reve- 
lation which God had specially vouch- 
safed to them, so as to obtain a knowledge 
of what he therein taught and revealed. 

^^ Revelation is natural reason enlarged 
by a new set of discoveries communicated 
by God immediately, of which reason 
vouches the truth, by the testimony and 
proof it gives, that they come from God ; 
so that he that takes away reason to make 

* Hebrews xL 6. 
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way for revelation, puts out the light of 
both, and does much-what the same as if 
he would persuade a man to put out his 
eyes, the better to receive the remote 
light of an invisible star by a telescope/'* 

^* Wherefore they are not to be heard 
who feign that the old fathers did look 
only for transitory promises/'-j- Reason, 
revelation, taught them ** that God is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him;*' J and might have 
taught them, if properly considered, to 
hope that after this life ended, God would 
still continue to be their God. 

If there had been in the Pentateuch a 
direct promise of eternal life, we may 
reasonably suppose that our Saviour, in 
his remarkable conference with the Sad- 
ducees, would have pointed out to them 
those passages, or passage, which con- 
tained such direct promise of eternal life, 
as a reward for a faithful and obedient 
observation of those laws which Moses, 

* Locke. -]- Article vii. of the xxxiz. % Heb. xi. 6. 



212 

by God's direction, set before them, and 
which the Sadducees equally with the 
Pharisees— and this is a very remarkable 
circumstance— esteemed of divine origin 
and obligation on all the Jews to observe 
and obey ; and yet our Saviour did prove, 
out of those Scriptures written by Moses^ 
the Pentateuch, that the soul spiritually 
lives after this life ended. 

Our Saviour reminds the Sadducees 
that in the second book of the Pentateuch,* 
God speaks in this wise to Moses, out 
*^ of the midst of an apparently burning 
bush, and Moses wondered at the sight ; 
and as he drew nigh to behold it, the 
voice of the Lord came unto him, saying, 
I am the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob/'f Ob- 
serve I God is here said not only to have 
been their God, but that he was still 
their God. Our Saviour adds to this 
quotation, *' God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living.^ 

• Exodus iii, 6. f Vide Acts vii. 31. 
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These two propositions allowed, then 
the conclusion follows that Abraham, 
Isaac, andJacob, were living at that time 
in another state ; for, as respects this life, 
they were dead and buried, and their 
bodies were turned to dust and ashes. 
But God, calling himself their God, he 
not being the God of the dead but of the 
livings it followed that Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, were then in another state of 
existence. 

Our Saviour, thus showing from the 
words of the books of Moses, when pro- 
perly understood, that the souls of men 
do survive the stroke of death, took away 
the foundation of the objection of the 
Sadducees to a belief ^^ that there is no 
world to come, no resurrection."* 

We see, then, that when God styled 
himself the God of these patriarchs, he 
meant much more than merely to assert 
that he was God over their bodies, which 
had gone down to the grave ; by styling 

* Matt. xxii. 3). 
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himself the God of these patriarchs^ at the 
time their bodies were dust and ashes^ 
he proved the separate existence of the 
soul, inasmuch as God is the God of the 
living y and not of the dead: that is^ of 
spirits who have perceptive powers, and 
are in existence^ or living ; for though 
God is truly the Maker of all things in 
heaven and in earthy stilly when we speak of 
the relation m which rational beings stand 
to him as their God^ we regard him as 
God over .the rational part of the crea- 
tion^ and not as being God over all those 
separated particles of the human frame, 
which ere while bad formed a portion of 
the animal body, now turned to dust and 
ashes. 

God is^ in a peculiar manner, as ap^ 
pears from what our Lord said^ God of 
the living animated beings of this and of 
the other, to us^ at present^ future world. 

It is a self-evident proposition that no 
relation can exists when either of the re- 
latives cease or is taken away ; when^ 
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therefore, God emphatically says that he 
is '^the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob,'' by this declaration of his present 
relation to them, their spirits must have 
been at that time blessed intelligences in 
the heavens above, 

'^ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of heaven ;*'* that is, every 
man must undergo a change, and so shall 
it be at the end of the world : mankind 
shall not all sleep or die before that day, 
but when the end cometh, *^ all shall be 
changed ;'* that is, the quick, or they 
which are then alive, when the last trump 
shall sound, '^ shall be changed.^ 

** Such is ^' the resurrection of the dead,*' 
or the process of change caused by death 
on our present bodies. *^ It is saum in 
corruption f* that is, whilst on earth we are 
corruptible, mortal ; ^' as is the earthy, 
such are they that are earthy, and as 
is the heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly ; and as we have borne the 

* 1 Corinth, xv. 50. 
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image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly,''* *^ This corrup- 
tible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal put on immortality.*' St. Paul, in 
his second epistle to the Corinthians, 
reiterating to them his conviction of this 
truth ; expressing an earnest desire *^ to 
be clothed upon ^ with this spiritual hea- 
venly investiture, invokes them to dis- 
regard the suflFerings and dangers that 
threaten them in this world ; and gives 
this reason : ^^ for our light aflfliction,** 
says he, " which is but for a moment^ 
worketh a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory ; while we look not at 
the things which are seen, but at the 
things that are not seen ; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the 
things that are ?iot seen, are eternal.** 
^^ For we know, that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens/'f For 

* 2 Cor. iv. 17—28. f 1 Cor. xv. 48, 49. 
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in this,'' namely^ in this body, ** we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house, which is from heaven ;" 
and so this mortal shall put on and be in- 
vested with immortality. 

The conviction, that death is not a sleep 
or state of insensibility, and that our liv- 
ing powers and perception of bliss shall 
not cease when we die, is so full of com- 
fort and consolation, and so satisfactory 
to human feelings, that I think there can 
be but few, who feel not an interest in 
the investigation, to discover what the 
scriptures inform or imply on this inte- 
resting snbject. The very investigation 
may lead to more and useful knowledge, 
and is in strict accordance with the ad- 
vice ^^ to search the scripture ;'* our Sa- 
viour's mode of argument with the Sad- 
ducees justifies the investigating, not 
only what the words assert, but also what 
they imply, and the particular deduction 
that may be made from the several pro- 
positions. 

L 
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Many excellent writers have treated on 
the continued existence of the soul in 
another state ; but perhaps none has so 
directly, so logically^ so satisfactorily 
traced the probability, almost to a de- 
monstration^ that death does not destroy 
the living powers, the powers of percep- 
tion^ as Bishop Butler, in his Analogy of 
Religion, natural and revealed^ to the 
constitution and course of nature. 

** If men," says he, " were assured 
that the unknown event, death, was not 
the destruction of our faculties of percep- 
tion and of action, there would be no ap- 
prehension that any other power or event 
unconnected with this of death, would 
destroy these faculties just at the instant 
of each creature's death ; and therefore, 
no doubt, but that they would remain 
after it ; which shows the high probabi- 
lity that our living powers will continue 
after death, unless there is some ground 
to think that death is their destruction. 
There are instances of mortal diseases^ 
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which do not at all affect our present in- 
tellectual powers ; and this affords a pre- 
sumption, that those diseases will not de- 
stroy these present powers. There is no 
reason to conclude that deaths which de« 
stroys our bodily powers of sensation^ 
does so much as suspend the exercise of 
our present powers of reflection, or inter- 
rupt our continuing to exist in the like 
state of reflection which we now do. 
Finding often that the exercise of our 
powers of reflection is so lively to the 
last, affords a sensible apprehension that 
death may not perhaps be so much as a 
discontinuance of the exercise of these 
powers, nor of the enjoyments and suffer- 
ings which it implies. 

^^ There are three distinct questions," 
says Butler, *^ relating to a future life : 
Whether death be the destruction of liv- 
ing agents ? if not, whether it be the de- 
struction of their present powers of re- 
flection, as it certainly is the destruction 
of their present powers of sensation ; and 

l2 
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if not^ wliether it be the suspension or 
discontinaance of the exercise of their 
present reflecting powers. Now, if there 
be no reason to believe the last, there will 
be, if that were possible, less for the next, 
and less still for the first/' * For aught 
we know of ourselves, and of our present 
life and deaths death may immediately, 
in the natural course of things, put us 
into a higher and more enlarged state of 
life, as our birth does ; a state in which 
our capacities and sphere of perception 
may be much greater than at present. 

Who can say that we are not at this 
moment surrounded — ^that we are not at 
every period of our lives encompassed 
with a crowd of angelic spirits, the anxi- 
ous witnesses of our thoughts and actions? 
Milton says, 



« Millions of spiritual creatures walk this earth. 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep." 



It is only the fragile veil of this body that 

* Butler's Analogy, sm. 8vo. p. 37. 
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prevents us from distinguishing them. 
As soon as that is dissolved^ we may 
become spirits among spirits. 

Very many of the Jews, diligently 
searching the scriptures^ by the aid of rea- 
son^ did discover substantial grounds for 
a belief in a future state ; and that belief 
gained ground and increased more and 
more among their nation^ as the time of 
the appearance of the Messiah approach- 
ed, so that by far the greater part were 
believers in a future state when he ap- 
peared on earth. 

The principle of the small sect of the 
Sadducees was, that the soul died with 
the body. 

Our Saviour proved its existence in 
another state ; showing thereby, that it 
was a substance, and not a quality : and 
therefore sleep, when used to describe 
death, is only a metaphorical expression; 
for if, when the body was mouldered into 
a thousand particles of matter, the soul 
was also scattered abroad in like manner. 
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it would be an annihilation ; the resurrec- 
tion would not be a mere awakening from 
sleep^ but a reproduction. 

One of our ablest writers. Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, has said, ^^ It is highly unreason* 
able and absurd to suppose the soul made 
up of innumerable consciousnesses, as 
matter is necessarily made up of innume- 
rable parts ; and, on the contrary, that it 
is highly reasonable to believe the seat of 
thought to be a simple substance, such as 
naturally cannot be divided and crumbled 
into pieces, as all matter is manifestly 
subject to be, must of necessity be con- 
fessed/' * 

Our Saviour explained to the Saddu- 
cees that the Mosaic religion implied the 
living of the soul in another state ; and bad 
they duly weighed the .import of the words 
of God as there recorded, they would 
have perceived that they conveyed this 
meaning, that the souls of the departed 
patriarchs still existed, and the relation 

* Clarke, 166. 
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of subject to God was still maintained; 
for had this not been the case, God would 
not have so spoken of his own relation to 
them, that he was their God, if their 
souls had been annihilated. This world 
was the scene, or arena, of their trial : 
I know that, ye Sadducees, believe in a 
God, who controls the world, and over- 
rules the afiairs of men, or why are ye 
such strict observers of his laws and or- 
dinances ? Does not he that made the 
heavens and earth, ruling and preserving 
by his power their harmonies, show forth 
sufficient energy to be able to receive the 
souls of his servants departed from this 
world, alive in the heavens above ? 

Moreover, if, ye Sadducees, had duly 
considered '^<A^ power of God ,^^ ye would 
have had no difficulty in believing the 
things I speak ^^ touching the resurrec- 
tion of the dead/' For reason would have 
told you, that the same almighty power 
who made the heaven and the earth, and 
created man, and breathed in him the 
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breath of life^ and ^* so man became a 
living soulj^ as it is expressed in the first 
book of Moses — in those scriptures 
which you, Sadducees^ it is clear^ hold 
in reverence, inasmuch as you faithfully 
observe the laws handed down to you in 
the Pentateuch for the purpose of propi- 
tiating the favour of the God of your 
fathers;— had you duly considered ** the 
power of God," reason would have told 
you that that almighty Being is sufficient- 
ly powerful to preserve alive in another 
state of existence the spirits of men dead, 
or departed this life ; which is the mean* 
ing of the word dead, for it has reference 
only to what we see takes place when this 
life ends. 

Because these beings, whom we have 
known on earth, are removed from our 
sight by death, is this a reason that they 
should not still exist? "That which 
sees, does not cease to exist when in the 
dark all objects are removed ; so that 
which perceives, does not necessarily 
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cease to exist when all organs of percep^ 
tion are removed ;'* * that is, those 
organs of perception by which we per- 
ceive the material things of this world. 
In another state, there will be other and 
different things to be perceived, and 
therefore it may be necessary that we 
should have very different powers of per- 
ception ; for this purpose, we shall be cloth- 
ed upon by a different tabernacle, even 
the tabernacle, or building ^^ of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens/' f ^' The same soul, which in 
the present state has the powers of re- 
flectipu, reason, and judgment, which are 
faculties entirely different from sense, 
may as easily, in another state, have dif- 
ferent ways of perception also ; still the 
soul may be capable of having these very 
same ways of perqeption at any time re- 
stored to it." X 

* Clarke's Attribates, p. 81, 
t 2 Con V. 5. 

: Clarke. 
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When our Saviour was about to recall 
the life of the daughter of Jairus^ he said^ 
^^ Damsel, arise ; and her spirit came 
again." A very careful annotator on the 
Greek Testament says^ ^^ John advisedly 
has added that sentence, for the purpose 
of teaching by the way, that the soul was 
not the temperament of the body, but 
something subsisting by itself, which, after 
the end of this mortal life, is elsewhere 
than the body/' * The expression seems 
to imply that (to use the words of Saint 
Paul) her soul was absent from the 
body, and came again at the call of the 
Lord of life. 

The appearance of Moses and Elias to 
Christ at his transfiguration, seems a 
convincing proof that they were existing, 
living '^ in another state, and that not a 
state of insensibility and sleep." ^ They 
appeared in glory, and spoke of his de- 
cease which he should accomplish at 

-[- Hardy's Greek Testament^ in leco. 
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Jerusalem y* that is, bis crucifixion. 
This conversation, on events that related 
to man's redemption, seems to prove that 
the souls of these holy men had previously 
existed in a state of consciousness, and 
that some knowledge of the glorious ef- 
fects of this sacrifice of Christ, that it 
should be an atonement for the sins of the 
human race, had been vouchsafed to them. 
This knowledge might have been one 
source of happiness to these and other de- 
parted spirits in the intermediate state 
between death and the second advent of 
our Saviour, to open the gates of his 
everlasting kingdom. 

If these holy men had been awakened 
out of a sleep only to hold this interview 
with Christ, and then returned to an un- 
conscious and insensible state, to remain 
for ages, then may we say, that the cup 
of hi^piness was just raised to their lips, 
and then dashed to the ground ; a tran- 
sient view of the waters of life was pre- 

^ Lake ix. 3 J. 
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sented to their sight, and then with- 
drawn. 

The transfigoratioQ of Christ, like his 
resurrection and ascension, seems, as it 
were, to draw back for a moment the veil 
from the invisible world ; we seem to have 
passed the valley of the shadow of death ; 
we seem^ with the eye of faith, to mix 
with the spirits of just men departed this 
life ; confirming this truth, that departed 
.spirits ^^ live unto God." We see 
Moses and Elias, two just and righteous 
men, who for many centuries had depart- 
ed out of this world, appearing again in a 
glorious state. 

Ghrists assumption of the glorified 
state, that he will have, when he shall 
come again in glory to judge the world, 
was a visible and convincing proof to his 
disciples thathis sufTerings and crucifixion 
were neither a discredit nor disgrace to 
him, but were perfectly consistent with 
the dignity of bis character, and the high- 
est state of glory to which he could be 
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exalted. The transfiguration of Christ 
may be considered as a visible and figu- 
rative representation of his coming in 
glory to judge the world ; and it thus be- 
comes to us a proof of a general resurrec- 
tion and of a day of judgment. It assured 
his disciples that the resurrection of the 
dead was a glorified state ; for they saw 
the glorified state when they beheld 
those blessed intelligences of the other 
world. 

Afterwards, when they saw their Lord 
dead and buried^ and on the third day be- 
held him alive, and in Galilee saw him 
ascending to the heavens above, then the 
recollection of all these events confirmed 
their faith and trust, that they also should 
rise to the kingdom of Christ in a glorious 
state. They sufiered not torments and 
death to turn them from a faithful dis- 
charge of their Lord's commission '^ to^ 
teach all nations, to observe his com- 
mandments ; they defied torments and 
death, that ^' if by any means,'^as St. Paul 
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expresses himself^ '^they might attain the 
resurrection of the dead.'* 

Did St. Paul believe that *^ the resur- 
rection of the dead '' was an awakening 
as from a sleep, at the end of the world ? 
May we not rather gather from his writ, 
ings, that the soul, when out of the body, 
not only subsisted, but perceived and 
knew ? In the 12th chapter of 2nd Co- 
rinthians, ver. 3, 4, St. Paul declares, 
that ^^ he knew a man caught up into 
paradise," and who there ^* heard un- 
speakable words, which it is not lawful 
for a man to utter." Now he evidently 
means that he himself was the man ; but 
he adds, *^ whether in the body or out of 
the body I cannot tell, God knoweth.** It 
is clear from these words, that he did not 
esteem it a thing impossible for the soul 
to be out of the body. 

^ Paradise was considered by his coun- 
trymen to be the place where souls de« 
parted this life existed, and no doubt was 
so considered by St. Paul. From the ac- 
count above stated, we collect very im- 
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portant and decisive information on these 
two points ; first, that it was made known 
and shewn to St Paul, that there was 
such a place as paradise ; secondly, that 
it was a place inhabited, for he then heard 
things which it were not possible for him 
to explain or speak to human beings, 
dwelling on this earth. 

Let us hear the same apostle again : * 
" Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that whilst we are at home (or 
rather conversant) in the body, we are 
absent from the Lord : for we walk by 
faith, not by sight: we are confident, I 
say, and willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be present (or conver- 
sant) with the Lord/' Here two things 
are, in the first place, to be observed : 
firsts that the apostle does here undenia- 
bly speak of that state of the faith- 
ful, which presently commenceth after 
death, and not of that only which fol- 
lows the resurrection to judgment. For 

* 2 Cor. V. 6—8. 
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he expressly speaks of them as in the 
state of separation^ when they are ^^ ab- 
sent from the body." Secondly^ that the 
apostle, speaking to the faithful of Co- 
rinth in general, joins them together with 
himself^ speaking all along in the plural 
number— u;e are cot^enty &c. ; and 
thereby signifies, that he speaks not of a 
privilege peculiar to himself, and some 
few other eminent saints like himself, but 
of the common state and condition of the 
faithful presently atler death. Which two 
things being premised, the text alleged 
plainly teaches us this proposition — ^that 
the faithful, when they are absent from 
their bodies^ that is^ departed this life, 
are present with the Lord, and that in a 
sense wherein^ whilst they were present 
in their bodies, they were absent from the 
Lord. And what sense^ I pray, can that 
be, unless this, that when present in their 
bodies, they did not so nearly enjoy Christ 
as now, when, absent from their bodies, 
they do ? No sophistry can possibly re- 
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concile this text with their opinion^ who 
affirm that the souls of the faithful^ duriDg 
the interval between death and the resur- 
rection^ are in a profound sleep^ and 
void of all sense and perception.* In 
Philippians i. 23, St. Paul says, " For I 
am in a strait betwixt two, having a de- 
sire to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better ; nevertheless, to abide 
in the flesh is more needful for you.'' 

The plain sense, " to departy* is evi- 
dently to depart this life, to retire, to 
move out of, or to be absent from the 
body, and is thus set in opposition '^ to 
abide in the flesh, or to be present 
in the body/' These words, then, absent 
and present, thus set in opposition, most 
evidently mean to convey this informa- 
tion, that when we depart this life we are 
immediately present with Christ, and 
cannot mean a continuance in sleep away 
from Christ. Would the apostle have 
thought it far better to have been in a 

♦ Vide Bull, vol. i. p. 95. 



234 

state where he could have no knowledge 
of Christy nor be in a capacity to praise 
him ; but his wish was, that be might be 
with Christ in those mansions which he 
had declared he went to prepare for his 
disciples. And this perfectly accords 
with what our Saviour said to the peni* 
tent thief, ^^ This dav shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise;'* — this day thou shalt 
partake of the joys and felicities of that 
delightful place. 

This memorable promise of our Saviour 
to the malefactor on the cross is in per^ 
feet accordance, and throws great light 
on the doctrines which the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus inculcates. It 
shows^ that though a parable^ it was 
grounded in truth. 

It is clear^ that the picture which it 
draws of the different conditions of the 
rich man and Lazarus is intended to re- 
present the intermediate state between 
death and the final judgment. The rich 
man, says our Saviour, prayed that a 
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messenger might be sent to his brethren^ 
stiil living on the earth, that they might 
repent, and be saved from endless re- 
morse. 

From the introduction of this circam- 
stance, we gather that it was not intended 
to allude to the final state of man when 
^^ the end cometh." 

It is true this is a parable^ and several 
things in it are parabolically expressed ; 
still it was not our Saviour's custom to 
inculcate his doctrines^ and to clothe his 
warnings, in a fictitious representation, 
that had no foundation in truth. 

We read that Lazarus, when he died, 
was conveyed by angels to Abraham's 
bosom, which was an expression that the 
Jews had adopted to describe paradise ; 
and we are most plainly told that this 
was before the end of the world. 

Now, if souls sleep, and are insensible 
till the end of the world, the parable 
would contain a fiction that had no foun- 
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dation in truth. I have dwelt more on 
this matter^ because a most able and 
acute reasoner, Archbishop Whately, has 
suggested that our Saviour uttered this 
parable without intending to convey any 
intimation concerning the intermediate 
state between death and the final judg- 
ment. In my mind it conveys the same 
intimation as did the promise to the peni- 
tent malefactor. 

Our creed takes the same view of the 
subject, if by Christ's descent into hell 
is to be understood that, as man, he went 
to the place of departed spirits between 
his death and resurrection, namely, para- 
dise. Thus showing that he was very 
man ; that he truly took our nature upon 
him, sin only excepted, fiut of this I 
have treated under the head, ^^ He de- 
scended into hell.'' 

That the souls of the truly pious and 
just are present with Christ, when they de- 
part this life, is in perfect accordance with, 
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and seems to be clearly implied in the de- 
scriptioB that Saint Paul gives of Christ's 
second advent, to judge the world. *^For 
if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again^ even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him ;^ * that 
is^ them who have died in the true faith 
and practice of Christ's holy religion^^r 
it is such that sleep in JesuSy God will 
bring with him. When the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven^ these faithful 
servants shall appear in the train of his 
magnificent retinue, thereby proving that 
they were already with him in the heaven 
above ; thus they that ^^ sleep in Christ,*' 
or, without a metaphor^ have departed 
this life in the faith, and in the hopes of 
the promises of Christ's religion^ are first 
in order of time^ for there will be some 
alive when the angel shall proclaim, 
^^ Time is no more ;'' but these shall not 
delay this final consummation^ for they 
shall be changed in the twinkling of an 

* 1 Thess. iy. 14. 
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eye, so ^^ shall not all sleep^ (or die,) but 
we shall all be changed.^^ * 

^' TonchiDg the resurrection of the 
dead, ye, Sadducees, greatly err, not 
knowing (or not considering) the Scrip- 
tures/* — TTipi §6 rriQ ava<rTa<Te(M}g rtov veKpwv; 

these words, I conceive, do not entirely 
refer to the awful day, when all that ever 
lived shall be summoned before Christ's 
tribunal ; but to the ascension of the soul 
to the place of departed spirits, the as- 
cension of those who, as respects this 
world, we regard and call dead. Thus, 
in the Acts of the Apostles, Saint Paul 
says, ^^ that one who accompanied us all 
the time that our Lord Jesus Christ went 
in and out among us, beginning from the 
baptism of John unto that same day that he 
was taken up from us, must be ordained to 
be a witness with us of his resurrection,^* 
which here must mean, to be a witness of 
his death and of his resubsistence, of his 
being alive, of his ascension to heaven. 

♦ 1 Cor. XV, 51. 
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The literal meaning of avaaraaig is to 
make to stand again, as we were before, 
alive and conscious of perception^ as op* 
posed to dead and asleep, which our Lord 
makes as synonymous terms when speak- 
ing of the death of Lazarus. 

Avacrracrtc is standing or resubsistence, 
and ava in composition signifies re^ or 
again ; so avaaramg vtKptav is the resubsist* 
ence or second state of man that occurs 
after this life is ended^ consisting of the 
immortality and continuance of the soul 
in a state of separation^ and at length in 
the reunion of the body or some portion 
of it, whereby it will be a perfect self; 
for the resurrection of every particle of 
matter that has ever been or was attached 
to the body at the hour of death, is no part 
of the christian creed. 

^* For although/' such are the words of 
Locke in his controversy with the Bishop 
of Worcester, *^ when I writ that book, I 
took it for granted, as I doubt not many 
otheri^ have done, that the Scriptures had 
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mentioned in express terms the resurrec- 
tion of the body ; but upon the occasion 
your Lordship has given me in your last 
letter^ to look a little more narrowly into 
what revelation has declared concerning 
the resurrection, and finding not such ex- 
press words in scripture as that the body 
shall rise, or be raised^ or the resurrec- 
tion of the body, I shall, in the next edi- 
tion of it, change the words of my book, 
the dead bodies of men shall rise^ into 
those of scripture^ the dead shall rise. 
Not that I question but that the dead 
shall rise with bodies^ but in matters of 
revelation I think it not only safest^ but 
our duty, as far as any one delivers it for 
revelation, to keep close to the words of 
Scripture." * 

The particle of matter that constitutes 
self may be inconceivably small ; for we 
know that we lose yearly, daily, hourly, 
many portions of that matter which ere 
while apparently made a component part 

* Locke^ vol. ii. p. 130. 
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of this mortal body ; so that a mans body 
at sixty is very different from what it was 
at twenty ; and yet, at the age of sixty, 
we feel no scruple in punishing a man for 
a crime committed at twenty. 

There is^ as I believe, a personal iden- 
tity distinct from the whole of this earthy 
body, which at the hour of death shall 
rise to other mansions. So it is with 
grain : that which thou sowest^ thou sow- 
est not that body which shall be ; nei- 
ther does corruption inherit incorruption. 
^^ Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God/' * 

The expression of flesh and blood is 
here put for the whole of our human na- 
ture, as it at present exists. Thus our 
Saviour says, ^^ Flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, Simon Barjona, but 
my Father which is in heaven ;" -|- that 
is^ that no human being here on earth has 
revealed it to thee. So, when St. Paul 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 50. t Matt. xvi. 17. 

M 
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Christ, it is true, after his resurrection 
from the grave, appeared to his disciples 
in the form he had at the time of his cru- 
cifixion ; but this was for the purpose of 
identifying and of verifying himself to his 
apostles and other disciples. 

It does not follow that the human race 
shall rise and stand again in the same 
disfigured, emaciated, and diseased ap- 
pearance that each has at the time of his 
death ; for they shall not stand again on 
earth. 

^' Christ is risen from the grave, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept," 
or were dead ; *^ for since by man came 
death, even so in Christ shall all men be 
made alive." 

Christ, by his resurrection from the 
grave, and ascension, has given a proof sa- 
tisfactory and convincing, that we shall not 
be detained in the grave, but shall ascend 
to the mansions that he has prepared for 
the human race. ** Then cometh the end, 
when he shall have delivered up the king- 

M 2 
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dora to God. even the Father; when he 
shall have put down all rule, and all 
authority and power ; for he must reign, 
till he has put all enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
Death ; and all things shall be subdued 
unto him ; then shall the Son also be sub- 
ject to him, that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all/' * 

The mediatorial office being completed, 
(which till then he exercises,) and in 
which he is so conspicuous in his church, 
(which till then he is to administer,) the 
final judgment passed and executed on 
all mankind, then shall God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, fill all the elect, 
the chosen, those proved to be righteous, 
with glory and bliss eternally. 

We are baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in the ex- 
pectation of a future life ; if we believe 
it not, then is our baptism in vain. 
'' Awake to righteousness, and sin not.'* 

* 1 Cor. XV. 24—28. 
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We are sown, or placed^ in this world, 
as good and lively seed is sown. Good 
seed fructifies, is quickened, and rises 
wheat or other grain, as it may be, hav- 
ing thrown off its outer coat or case, 
which dies or rots ; so is the process of 
this animal or natural body. We are 
sown, or placed, in the earth, that we may 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, which 
are faith in Christ, attention to his word, 
and a hearty exertion to put his injunc- 
tions into practice ; in the end, we die, 
but the spirit stands again, or subsists, in 
the place allotted to those departed this 
life. 

From what has been said, I conclude 
that our Saviour's reasoning with the 
Sadducees *^ touching the resurrection of 
the dead/' was intended to convince 
them that the souls or spirits of men at 
their death do not vanish into nothing, 
nor are resolved into invisible principles : 
it proves that the relation between God 
and bis rational creatures continued be- 
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tween bioi and them in another state^ till 
the end of the worlds and that that state 
was not a sleep, or one devoid of all con- 
sciousness or power of perception, as 
some would lead us to suppose. In 
this they are in an error, " for God is 
not the God of the dead^ but of the 
living.^ 

I consider that this was also St. PauPs 
view of the matter^ when he says, ^^ To be 
out of the body is to be with Christ;'' 
out of this animal body of which flesh and 
blood now form so prominent a part, but 
which '^ cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ;" and though he thought it better 
for the promoting of the great cause he 
had in hand, the dissemination of the 
holy catholic religion, that he should con- 
tinue on earth some time longer, ^^ still,'' 
says he, ^* I would prefer to be absent 
from it, and present with the Lord." 
This explains these words in 1 Thess. iv. 
14 : '^ Even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him ;'* allud- 
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ing to the second advent of Christ; that 
is^ being present with the Lord, they shall 
appear in his train when hecometh finally 
to place the good and the bad. 

Our Saviour admonished the lawyers 
and Pharisees^ when they made a feast^ 
to call the poor, the maimed^ the lame, 
the blind, *^and thou shalt be blessed; 
for they cannot recompense thee : but 
thou shalt be recompensed at the resur- 
rection of the just/' • The reward here 
spoken of is opposed to our rewarding 
one another here in this life ; and so 
the phrase denotes all which is not of 
this life^ that is, that bliss which the 
just enjoy after death. And the phrase 
which the Jews used to signify this, is 
age or world to come, which these Sad- 
ducees distinctly denied^ and the Phari- 
sees believed and affirmed ; and sure St. 
Paul, one of these Pharisees, christian- 
ized^ did reckon of this continued life of 
the soul, contrary to the mortality or 
sleeping of it, when he saith that he 

* St. Luke xiv. 14 
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desires avaXwrai, to move out of this life, 
(which is sure a phrase to express the se- 
paration of the soul and body^) and to be 
with Christ ; which I suppose must con- 
clude a being of the soul^ and that a 
happy one, unless Christ be imagined still 
to be asleep. And so s^in, when he 
calls the cicSi}/if|(rac BK Tov tfoifutroc — travelling 
out of the body, a travelling to the Lord.* 
In this controversy with the Saddu- 
cees, I contend oar Saviour used the 
word dead to express the destruction of 
the body by death, as it appears to us, 
who remain on earth ; the word living to 
express the continued existence of the 
spirit after this life is ended ; for this is 
what the Sadducees denied. At the same 
time, our Saviour admonished them to 
consider the power of God, and not to be 
startled at, or disbelieve, his ability to 
join the body also, the entire self of 
every man, aa>fia cSiov ; so that our per- 
sons may be restored to a perfect inte- 
grity of nature. 

* Hammond, p. 108. 2 Cor. v. 8. 
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The Nicene creed has adopted the 
words, " the resurrection of the dead.'' 
Says St. Paul, ^* We must all appear be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ, that 
every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he. has done, 
whether it be good or bad ^ • 

I believe in the living or continued 
existence of the soul ; I believe, at the last 
day, there will be a union with such a 
portion of the body as will constitute the 
same conscious self; that there will then 
be such a personal identity, that when 
the Judge shall pass sentence on each 
individual ^^for the things done in the 
body according to what he has done^^ 
reward for his good, punishment for his 
bad deeds, the justice of each sentence of 
the great Judge on that tremendous day 
shall be fully and clearly vindicated. 

* 2 Cor. V. 10. 
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Life EVERLASTrNG. 

We are now arrived at the last propo- 
sition on this most excellent formula of 
our faitb. 

In this proposition are centered all the 
hopes and all the fears of every man, 
when about to bid adieu to the world 
and all it contains. No language shall 
describe the difference between an eter- 
nity o^M^* and an eternity of remorse. 
If the Scriptures reveal the truth ; if the 
consentient voice of conscience in the hu- 
man race is^ in the least, to be trusted ; 
each cries aloud. Death is not an eternal 
sleep. Each proclaims another state of 
existence after this life ended, " when 
we must all appear before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to 
that he has done, whether it be good or 
bad : knowing therefore the terrors of 
the Lord, we persuade men."* 

2 Cor. V. 10. 
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St. Paul^ in his secoud epistle to 
Timothy^ enlarges on this feeling that 
possessed his soul to save men from the 
dread effects of a sentence of condemna- 
tion on that a^ful day; foreseeing the 
terrors of it, *^ Remember," says he, 
** that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, 
was raised from the dead, according to 
my gospel, wherein I suffer trouble as an 
evil doer, even to bonds ; but the word 
of God is not bound, therefore I endure 
all things, for the elects' sake, that they 
may obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It is a 
faithful saying, for if we be dead with 
him, we shall also live with him; if we 
deny him, he also will deny us; if we 
believe not, yet he abideth faithful, he 
cannot deny himself." 

These words contain matter well wor- 
thy the serious consideration of every 
man living. They point out, on the one 
hand, the road to eternal life, namely, the 
believing and obeying the commands of 
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Jesus Christ oar Lord^ even though they 
lead to death; on the other hand^ the 
dangerous consequences that will ensue 
from our denial of him^ and from our re- 
fusal to do him all reasonable service; 
for, when heaven shall be in view, he will 
deny an entrance into his glorious king- 
dom to those who have denied him on 
earth. *^ If,*' says Paul to the Romans, 
*^ we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection, knowing 
then that our old man is crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin/' ** Wherefore,'* according to 
St. Paul, ^^ a holy life, which bringeth 
forth the fruit of the Spirit out of a lively 
faith f alone ensures a man everlasting 
life," and can alone save him from the 
terrors of the Lord on the last day. 

Where can we find a more beautiful 
illustration, and more impressive admo- 
nition, relative to our conduct as sincere 
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christians and faithful servants of the 
Lord^ than we gather from the discourse 
of St. Paul to the elders of the Ephesian 
churchy when he bade them a final adieu 
at Miletus ? There is something very 
solemn in taking a last farewell of any 
one whom we have long known and re- 
spected; and peculiarly so when we have 
been united with him in sincere religious 
faith in defiance of the worlds in defi- 
ance of its threats : at such a time thoughts 
crowd on thoughts in rapid succession^ 
and add pain to the parting, whilst the 
extatic hope of meeting again in the world 
to come melts the heart in brotherly love 
and affection^ and lulls to sleep every 
harsher feeling of our nature. St Paul 
reminds these elders of the Ephesian 
churchy that he had^ from the first day he 
came into Asia^ endeavoured to serve 
the Lord with all humility and lowliness 
of mind, and with many tears of tender 
regard^ and in tlie midst of many trials 
which befell him from the malice of the 
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Jews ; ^' nevertheless/' says he, ^^ I kept 
back nothing that was profitable to them, 
but showed them^ and taught them, and 
that probably from house to house, testi- 
fying both to the Jews and also to the 
Greeks, repentance towards God, and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.'* * 

None of these trials and afflictions de- 
terred his firm and undaunted resolution 
to call and inmte all to enlist under the 
banner of the Captain of their salvation. 
'^ Neither count I,'* says he, *^ my life 
dear to myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God." f 

Repentance towards God, that is, good 
works performed in obedience to reason, 
and revelation, and faith in Christ, are 
the fundamental principle of the glorious 
gospel of Christ: ^* Whosoever liveth 
and believeth on our Saviour shall never 
die." That Saviour, says St. Paul to 

* Acts XX. 20, 21. t Verse 24. 
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Timothy^ has abolished deaths and brought 
life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. 

^' Now, brethren/' said this great and 
good man^ in the conclusion of his ad- 
dress to the elders of the Ephesian churchy 
** I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace^ which is able to build 
you upy and to give you an inheritance 
among them which are sanctified'' — that 
is, who have a share in that eternal life to 
which faithful believers in Christ cruci- 
fied are heirs. 

Similar to this are the remarkable 
words of our Saviour, as recorded by St. 
Paul before Agrippa, when Jesus ap- 
peared to him on his road to Damascus : 
*^ But rise, and stand upon thy feet : for I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will 
appear unto thee : delivering thee from 
the people, and from the Gentiles, unto 
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whom now I send tbee^ to open their 
eyes^ and to turn them from darkness to 
lights and from the power of Satan unto 
God^ that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctyied by faith that is in me'' 

" Whereupon, O king/' says St. Paul, 
'^ I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision/' 

These all-absorbing feelings filled the 
mind of St. Paul throughout his life; 
he kept in view continually the prize of 
the high calling that was before him ; 
stedfi^st, unraovable^ always abounding 
in the works of the Lord, inasmuch as 
he knew his labour was not in vain in 
the Lord. 

In conclusion, I will now lay before 
vou the last words of St. Paul to these 
elders: '^1 have coveted no man's 
silver, or gold, or apparel ; yea, ye your- 
selves know that these hands have minis- 
tered to my necessities, and to them that 
were with me. 1 have showed you all 
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things^ bow that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak^ and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus^ how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled 
down and prayed with them all^ and they 
all wept sore, and fell on PauFs neck, 
and kissed him." * 

Saint Paul parted with these good 
men without any hope or expectation of 
seeing them again in this world ; but the 
hope and expectation that they should 
exist in holy communion in Christ's king- 
dom above were strong in him. 

May the keen sensibility and affec- 
tionate spirit of St. Paul be upon and in 
all ! May we all be inspired with like 
resolution to press forward towards the 
prize of our high calling, ^* everlasting 
life.'' 

*^ There is silence in heaven ;*' ■}■ a 
solemn pause on earth. ^ Behold, the 
heavens open; the Lord Jesus Christ 

* Vide Acts xx. t Rev. viii. 1. 
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appears in all the glory of the Father ; 
he descends with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel^ with the trump of God. 
Them also which sleep in Jesus shall at- 
tend in the train of the mighty host of 
angels; then they also which are alive 
and remain^ are caught up in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air^ and thus the 
whole human race is arraigned before the 
righteous Judge seated on the throne of 
his glory. The voice of the archangel is 
heard, proclaiming the solemn trials whe- 
ther each individual has obeyed the laws 
set before him or written in his heart ; 
his conscience bearing witness of the 
same^ and his thoughts passing judgment 
thereon ; whether they to whom the gos- 
pel of Christ has been preached, have 
believed and obeyed. Lo ! the trial is 
finished. To the infidel and unholy man 
this sentence goes forth, *' Depart, ye 
wicked, into everlasting punishment.'' 
Mighty angels, ^* in flames of fire," exe- 
cute this fearful punishment. They are 
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turned from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power, in an 
agony of despair and remorse that knows 
no end. 

Who shall describe that despair and 
that remorse? — who shall describe the 
extatic joy that shall fill the souls of those 
on whom the sentence of approval is pro- 
nounced ; for on that day when the Lord 
shall so come to judge the world, he shall 
be glorified in his saints. See ! the por- 
tals of heaven, the everlasting doors, are 
lifted up— and the King of Glory enters ! 
A mighty host of angels conduct in his 
train the righteous, arrayed in glorious 
state, and so they enter together, there 
to dwell for ever and for ever in the joys 
of their Lord, in life everlasting ! 



My readers, 
I have thus endeavoured to the best of 
my abilities to lay open to your view the 
doctrines of the Apostles' Creed, which 
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is a beautiful and comprehensive sum- 
mary of the doctrines of the gospel of 
Christ. I would that my exposition was 
more worthy your attention : the subject 
matter, however, must be allowed to be 
worthy of every man's attention, and I 
pray to God that he would give us all 
grace, so to feel the importance of at- 
tending to these doctrines of the gospel 
of Christ, and of the necessily of obeying 
in practice the ordinance and precepts of 
its great Author and Finisher, that you 
and I may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and find an entrance into the kingdom of 
our blessed Saviour, that being dead 
with him, ^ we may live with him ; may 
reign with him in eternal glory." 



THE END. 
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